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INTRODUCTION 


l've enjoyed Thomas Zahler's Love and Capes from the moment 
of my first exposure. But this volume, "What to Expect," really ups 
the ante. There's more of everything | love about it: more super- 
heroes dealing with real world emotional and relationship issues 
(in and among the tropes — often very self-aware tropes - of their 
genre), more humor, more drama, more soap opera and an 
expanding cast given more depth. Heck, there's even a little bit 
more action. The stakes are raised 


here on multiple fronts. It's not just 1. YES, THE 
the impending birth of Mark and WHOLE SERIES 
Abby's baby (complete with its own 1$ REALLY 


countdown о heighten’ the COMING INTO 
tension), but also the crisis in 
175 OWN. 


Leandia, tiki magic and the on- 
going threats posed by declining ON EVER JUST 
sales at brick-and-mortar bookstores А ONE-JOKE > 
and by Lord Blackseed. And don't wo NDER, THE 
even get me started on Darkblade's 
— don't call ’em sidekicks – interns. 


Yes, the whole series is really 
coming into its own. Never just a 
one-joke wonder, the characters 
are now truly evolving beyond 
their obvious antecedents into fully 
realized human beings. Even 
Quincy turns out to be a human 


being! Who knew? | often. find 
myself p out loud at Love. 




















a of this вайа welcome. The idea h 
- even though they' re universally hanc 
comic touch. And the 2 
compliments the fine - 




















ВУ GREG WEISMAN 


accompany a deadpan line with a deadpan expression. 
And he also knows how to show us — not just tell us - when 
something truly matters. 


This is all the more impressive when you realize Zahler doesn't 
really know what he's talking about. Sure, he may know a little 
something about relationships and comic book super-heroes, 
but he candidly admitted to me that once the series headed 
toward childbirth as its main subject matter, he was - from his 
personal perspective - "writing science fiction." What does 
this guy know about prospective parenthood?! Nothing! But 
as the father of two kids of my own, | say he's written some 
top-notch speculative fiction here. It's believable stuff. It's 
real. And it's well worth reading. | mean, doesn't any super- 
hero comic book that gets away with mentioning kegels 
demand your attention? 


| know, АЫ с Bue. It sounds like he paid me off. But 


aedi in my brain b a certain о. 
уе yu with this warning: regana “What to 


7 perhaps best 
known as the creator and 








_ producer of Gargoyles, is а 








comic book and animation 























writer, currently producing 
the Young Justice: Invasion 
_ television series and comic 
= böke also a cheap 
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THAT NIGHT... 


So...we're 
pregnant. 


ES. 


us 
A 
i} 


o 


it 





I'm still excited, Mark, I mean, there's v But what if she's пог? À 
but the reality of this is SO MILICH to Worry What if she's born sickP 


Starting to sink in, and I'm about. I want our baby Or what if she has 
getting stressed. to be Healthy. complications? 


I swear, if you 
weren't invulnerable, 
I'd be pummelling 

you right now. 


< 

Look, I understand We've already - And, ego aside, 
you're worried, but got an appointment our baby's pulling half his 
everything's going to scheduled with Doe chromosomes from a pretty 

be fine. Karma. Your super source. 

primary care provider i 
can literally work 
Miracles. 


P te! be all right, Daughter, ut 
and we'll have a you're right. Thanks, 
very Aealthy, Mark. I feel “uch 
Aappy son. better. 


' Good night, 
honey. 










— 7 1 figured it'd be DE Besides, I thought our 

nice start to your child тосе something His 
nancy. "marg? more.nutritious 

Ti than Pop-Tarts. other. 


THE NEXT MORNING... 














Wait, no... 
coffee? 





Oh my God, t's Ч" 



























IFZhaveto ` P Didnt you tell me last ма 
Just hitting me...we give it up, we have night that you were the one 2S/gA/€ 
can't have caffeine _ to give it up. who's pregnant? 


All right. A 
anymore, can we? i | 
bm Mark, T cant have 
| it in the house: It'll be Zoo 
much of a temptation, 





should I do with 
the wine? 





BATER... 
Ex with the owner of the weren't going H 
Saywel's Drug- "to tell him that best friend 


So what 4 
bo e have about becoming their 






ze. || | P Dr meeting Я Mark, you і ПТ Те my 





I've ever had? 
| Yeah, the thought 












T'll be late 

tonight, too. 
I told Paul I'd 
help him out in 
Chronopolis. 











Га rather keep 
this between ws, There's just a 
a: г until we № iog=-something 
‘octor mi з) 
Ката. "T nho 









This first morning I just don't 










as parents-to-be end; 
has just been so mE + i 
nice. 
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— 

College 75/2 So go get 
getting any cheaper, — that new 
апа our baby's going 
/vy League. 


But, there's 
something e/se 
I know, too. 










Well, since she's 
come back from Paris, 
She's adopted this, you 
know, “older sister” 
. = kind-of thing. 









Um, nothing. I'm just Good Y 
They're great. going to go 
And Just Never pee punch in. A 









what ie wrong 
with older 
sisters? 








The new coffee 
maker. \t's been on 


So this 
Т can’t is the way it's 
wait to brew gonna be, 
some up for huh? 


us. FE 





" P 
Tur © M You just ҸӘ 
NIGHT... ~~ à; seem alittle J 
/ N Ww quiet is all. 
le everything Vo x 
okay, Mark? 








This Дар Ues i 
My best friend is going to 
be a fater! I'm going to 
be an wacle. The cool 
rich uncle! 











y Crap.This is 
Seriously going to 
hurt my reputation 





























c N 
г Om Vo course not. 
really? The monks honed 
my deductive skills 
to a razor-sharp 
edge. 






РЯ And yet the mystery TOSS 
of The Island on 4052 eluded 


together c/ues other 
people don't even 
realize аме clues and 


make any freaking sense! 
A well with a g/ant plug? 
What was. 28222 





MEAE" Abby's been doing М 
БОВ pretty well, but she's 













scheduled an IO  ) 
appointment with First thing had occasional! 
ua fv A Idi. À moments of panic. 





I'm hoping 
he'll be able to 
ease come of 8 
her coricerns. 





n I'm sure she's got P --the baby could be 
а mountain of them. kidnapped and taken to the 
Health issues. Future future, aged and become 
issues. Hero issues. A your greatest enemy, 
gi ‚ tum out to be a magical 


: We got. it 
taker саге 
or, though: 









Hello, honey. How 
did everything go? 







It started off 
quiet, but that 
turned out to Welcome 
be бони home-- 
Thief. 





B t 
You. could 
taste the % 
[ coffee, couldn't 









you? 


next time? 





Did you have - 1 = ~ E o я, 
any names you Е № and now 
were thinking of Really? can't get to sleep. I 

for our baby? NI need to talk № out. 

















“=! 
T've always liked So, no m Р Nah. I think Besides, I've epent years 
Johnathan and Mark Junior that's unfair fighting duplicates. 1 don't 
Patrick. Mayoe for you? to do to a need to make one myself. 









p Nathaniel? kid. 


muss 








Abigail, 
Mark, my assistant 
scheduled you but 
did not note. why. 















So 
what-- 











Reading 
Zounds/ our ИРИ, 
You are pregnant! DocP 
My congratulations! 
No, 
just your 
















The rest of 
this discussion is 
best held at my 
‘other” office. 


Not unless you desire it, 
Abigail. I can verify your 
happy state without the need 
for any mortal tests. 


Aren't you going 
{ бо run some test 

to confirm that 
I'm pregnant? 





--ünd зо we 
must take steps to 
ensure that your light 
remains So, as well. 







I can adjust my 
arcane senses 
to еса 

Spar, life. 
Е And I see 


that Zwo lives 
reside in you. 


























d b. N 
Mark, T must ? Doc's first Ҹ Say, remember Yeah, you 








concentrate concern is to when I did that W kicked the 
to prepare this spell. ; make sure that charity thing For ball into 
IF you would be so you сап safely , the MEL last orbit. 
kind as to explain - carry a child that's year? | 


my concerns to z part me. That, 
Abigail... PAR 


um...that... 





Okay, now q n 
I’m worried about Let's "n 
the health of the fix this! MI 

mother, too! — 4 E 







Babies 
kick, too. Oh. 










T can cast а * That block would V 
preventative remain in effect until 
spell, one that you instruct me to 
will take away » remove it. 

any powers he $ 
might have 
or develop. 


















His future 
is so full of 
^ possibilities that I 
Зи! І ат " cannot follow any 


sony, It'S #0 оме thread to its 
wse. I cannot conclusion. 


determine if your 
child will develop 
Mark's powers. 















Very’ I shall make D 


true. the mecessary 
preparations. 


D Part of me feels >| 
like we're denying him his 
heritage. But I think it's 
the thing we need 
to do. For bot% 


> 

. What do you 
think, Abby? It 
would keep 


It's probably for 
the besz, right? 
After all, you cast 
spank an /avudiner- 
able bottom. 
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Exactly, Mark. Then a What troubles 

І shall use that crushed № , You, Abigail? 

meteorite for Abby's jp i 
spell. I appreciate every- 

thing you're doing for 

our baby. But for some 

of the more.. мора 


--well, 
I'd prefer to 
have a female 

doctor. No 
slight to you, 


Worry not, Abigail. 


a And yet, I'm 
im wil allay ag your now even "nore 


concerns! 


Mark, have you 
seen Doctor Karma? 
He went; to go do... 
something...and T 
haven't seen him 
since. 





СИ 


= 
Doc, what 
did you do... 


Given the nature of 
your pregnancy, I'd prefer you stay 
under my care. Or at least a 





3 We сом return to my 
counterpart's office and 


perform an witrasouneal if 
you'd like, but I see no 





six 


p Mark, Abigail, this is Майей 
Carmody, the Doctor are of the 






I am also quite the 
Prankster. 


Moreover, at this 
early stage the baby's 


4 heartbeat is virtually 


y qum 
T'd like to see you I hope I'm not 


i Schedule it With my 
counterpart, and T'll 
arrange to be here. 












TERWARDS. She's exactly p 
d E the kind of doctor , 
Are you going I ще. tof L 
to be okay with A, 
Doc Karmette é 


And, knowin ^ 
she can range? 
all the special 
aspects of our... 
pregnancy does | 
put my mind az 


H ese. 


You know, 
colleges 
are-- 








== 


You know, I don't Oh, um, neither 
know that I'm in the mood was Z. I brought 
for Zea, today-- hot chocolate 
instead. 





Amazonia. 











You know, Abby, Paul is у Sure. You'd 





you can't really extremely Г And Paul expect Mark to 
hold it against perceptive. | told you? tell you if the 
Mark. Sometimes Е situations were 





annoyingly 
so. 





Point taken. 


l | ButIcan Y Well, oF 
Besides, with Doc Karma Still ums course. 
giving us the “all clear”, I was him, right? 


thinking we could start telling 
people амуииау. 





’ I'mvery % Oh, definitely. 
happy for your And for You You're a warm, caring 
Abby. what it's worth, doP soul, and you'll be a 
Thank you, І think you'll make nuturing influence 
Zoe. an excellent on your child. 



















| ~~ 


You won't ’ Time to go visit ` The ironically 
belittle her... your mother for this named Festival of 
or withhold your year's Festival of Warmth. 
affection... 


Warmth? 
«Or be nothing 3s ug 
but Aypercritical 
about every 
decision she 
makes. 








fee Ae 2 
So, how ie Mark : Vi Well, some of us in I could see him 
handling his “pending | our line of work have an stressing out just 
fatherhood? overdeveloped sense a little bit, maybe 


of responsibility. doing that pacing 
thing he does. 





He seems 
fine. Why do 
you ask? 





Nope, Т haven't 
caught him doing 
that. 





= | 











P vou waited six 
morths бо tell me 
your secret-- 





p—— T 
How did $ Г 







~~ y "Ч УА = I am 
you--oh; Zoe, $ this kind of craving 
right. — going to cost me. authentic —— 
on the peace Italian. 
-E — Cove 
I ойо/'2 tell him. ^ 
He's Раш, you know 
_ how... he just 


ONE QUICK TRIP TO ITALY LATER... Prand 1 was thinking, 
ту parents have 
You know, since we Agreed. = been wanting to visit 
visited the Doctors Our Family your parents in 
Ohio for a while. 






So, assuming 
schedules work 
{ out, maybe we 
could get everyone | 
А together Z//s 
weekend. 





He's on a ¿wo 
week.road swing 


L Then tt wil be р. 
perfect! |“ 









y Your mother and $ 
Tike the yew Thanks, I had been looking to ' 
Cln Dad. Abby. 


But Mr. Jackson 
across the street got 
replace the old one of these and took 
one for а while. us out for a spin 
and we /oved/ it. 





It gets really 
Mileage, 
and Аге/ how 
smooth the 
fide is. 





Um, you know 
that's not all the 
car, right? 


I'm only sorry З You're here “ow, 
it took us 24/s 1 and that's what's 
long to finally 

come vist. 


It's so nice 
to have you and 
Miles here, 
Catherine. 











Yeah, Mom just 7 Wait until 


discovered BBC һе starts talking 
about Top 


Gear. 


VP you're right on N 


time, too. I just 
put out the 

afternoon teg 

апа biscuits. 













Hey! Is this У You know І can get you 
an e-book От, yes it anything you'd like at cost 
reader? is, Abby. 


I do. But a 
friend of mine lent 
that to me so I 
could try it out. 








through my store, right? 






















= 
I have to say, I do Say, is that Oh, we're 
appreciate the ability the e-book reader both in for 
to resize the text У І got you, Dad? You 
to be Kindler to j = got him--? 
older eyes. p ; f 
But he... 





Charlotte, your mother Since I got 
said you're working at the back from 
art museum now? college. 


In fact, I 
just found out 
that they're 
going to let е 
curate the new 
Schreckengost 
exhibit this 





So you're 
52/7 not getting 





SG лоту .. 1 I think P Listen up. 


@HORTLY... 


_ When April Right around 
is the baby i tax season? That's 
clue, Mark? going to be rough. 


Maybe we can 
teach them to call us 
by our first names 

irrpublic. 
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Abby, I'm going I'll get her 
to be the best Mako" --take het ве the one 
aunt ever! Barbie dolis she tO CHUCK Ё. che calls when 
wants-- Cheese- you're being 


unreasonable-- 













а 
--take her бо --be her Keep talking,’ Dort --we're 
get her first and you'll | 


Well, okay... I do I don't ReallyP It just seems like You're right. 
reserve the right to know that I'm something that's too We're going to 
borrow your child ^^ comfortable with important for just have to ask 

to see Disney that, Mark. — an gunt vo do. 













"novies. 


Great! 1 
"ME Now let's talk 
about 
mother? aed 





J= 
















Mom, do you ОҒ course, honey. 
want to get You probably have 
lunch later this. some.qweszions, 
week? don't you? 





e wasn't in labor with 
you for very long a£ 
all, My doctor called 


> 


And Charlotte came 
€o quickly we bare/y 
got settled in the 
delivery room before 


P she arrived. 


really soula 
let Quincy 


m 


y 











We're N Youlook @ I'mjust wondering if Abby 
МОЕ sure, worrled, needs to buy teething 
actually. It's Mom. rings by the case. 
possible. Par 


So will my niece or 
nephew have powers 
like his dad? 



















M "Y 
JoAnne, domt 1% got a 


dish out the food feeling this 
just. yet. might ¿ake 
I minute. 


< 
No, I thought 
I saw him... 


Did you see where 
Mark went? He 
didn't get called 
away, did he? 




























Hey, son, _ Go HóN are i 
I dart see you P ur í you-doing with all m Н ay 
sneak out here. h, yeah, this? Freaking f : 






guess $0. out yet? 


E. Realy? Я 


| | 


You Know, when your 
mother told me she was pregnant 
with you, I was 24^/ес/. Couldn't 

have been happier. 

ES one day I was 
driving to work, and 
I started worrying 
about college costs 
and broken bones 
b and chicken pox 


Well, maybe I ave 
a little. nervous. 


and... 


Before I knew 
it, I was at the 
Pennsylvania 

border. 





= 20 


—— 
Have you 


She's going - 


through So ИСИ 

right now. I don't 
M want to burden her 

with му worries, 


You Know 
you're being an 
right? 


E I'm here о But Abby's W 
your partner in 
being a parent. 
You need to talk 


-9- 


“You know, І have | 
to say, І like the 











a 





м a 
Lp 


Ой ту 
goodness! You 
foco! it; Abby; 
you gezwally 
Found it! 


It took a for 
of legwork-- 


--anda 


/ittle bit of help m. 


from a super 
assistant- 


My grandfather 
wrote that book in 
1941, but my family 
has i seen a 
copy. Thank you 
--but yesr 
we found м SO тиси. 
Saskatchewan. -d 


I'm a 
worried, Vason 
hat: of the six-day 
losing streak. 





10:56. Three 
minutes. 


P Razzle frazzle. IF ehe 


could have just kept her 
breakfast down for Zwo 


Yes, but your contribution * 


to the Charlotte Tennyson 
shoe money fund is 
more minutes... ML appreciated. 


Cheer up. You've Ч 
“only got sever 
A little 


months left at 
better. But this 


competitive morning | 
vomiting thing is 


yÓ. got a lot worse So, you think 
when the Doctors that’s what's 
Karma put me on < making you 
sick? 


Хх those new prenatal. 


Well, that; and finding 
out my employees are 
lacing bets on 
my suffering. ) 

I think maybe “ 


I'm paying you 
too much. 


BETTING on 
my morning 


You know, I'm not 
even sure this really 
/5 moring sickness 

anymore. 


Really? Z think Е 
you were paying me 
enough I wouldn't need to 
supplement my income 


with “cit gambling. 





z ~ 
Some mothers' 








a 
I appreciate that the Ре A What you 

































needs them, but I bet she'd describe is systems react 
— à appreciate име Keeping some nn poorly to the 
wondering f i ~ Food down, too. & ALT m extra iron. 
might be the ; encountered this 
vitamins that issue on 
occasion. 


are doing this. 













y You know, you 
coule have mentioned that 
alternative before I spent 
the money on this 


y I euggest 
that you purchase 
some children’s 

vitamins. They 
contain nearly the 
same nutrients, 
minus the 
offending 
mineral. 


‘Tis Aara to 
put a price on 


any similar I can tell you 
brand would exactly how 


suffice. 





N 
V Aunt Catherine Yeah, I figured 
called with the Mom would start 
good news. telling the 
Congratula- relative 


tions! 





And-how about Any galvice As much 
you You've dropped you can share a аз уои can. 
all that baby weight Well, thank with a first Trust me. 

already! you for the time mom- 


Jogging 






to-be? 





== 
= 








ане < y z e . 2078 
How are Carter Ў 7 They loved her up until } ^ Ican't believe \ УС _ it's kind of nce 


and Ajidan doing | ehe started crawling = уои have three ! having a newborn in the 
with their new and getting into their £ now. I'm worried house again. Though it 
baby sister? toys. ‚ about owe. does come with some 
> Hey, Carters \ t trade-offs. 
been asking for Ё | 3 1 























< Tina's like the most V^ Between that % 
adorable form of sleep апа her chemical 
deprivation torture weapon diapers, 
ever invented. she is quite the 
7 force to be 
reckoned with. 


while you сам, 
В Abby. Sleep 
! hard. 

















’ Three-thirty Well, in that v I love it. My Mom's on second And Vos% is 
already? Ugh! Don't worry case, do you like But why shift at the hospital, so working like crazy 
Т have to go about ie. the Asian fusion? can't you |, she can only watch the — at the firm anyway. 
relieve my Mom. world ddh always I have a gift use itP kids during the day. ; 
How much is use Pew certificate to ІІ never be 
ь the book? able to line up 
bh babysitting 


| 


before it 





"mats лог W wnat if Mark 


Really? 
right. YOU = ana I babysit You wouldn't 
mind--P | 


deserve a E. for your 
night out- = 





It'd be owr 
pleasure. 













» pro 
Besides, 

I know how 
important it is to 
carve out time with 
someone who's got 
а super-busy 
schedule 


n 


ПИ S C 
CHRONOPOLIS... 







r p 
Not really. j и That's wrath, 
I had to deal 


with one of the 








Was today “ 
pretty quiet fe 
you? 





/neligo was 


apathy. pa Я 


and blue now. 

















: avi і А ОЕР ota MM 
No, Abby just le she getting wis Oh. I was 
f arek needs me рт cravings? mw thinking she 
»h wp something on mz | Not yet. She WR was acking for 
Just wants те a Chili Dog 


the way home. | o stop ab wi 





Not everyone's = You C/O have 
married to you a point. 
either. 


Here's your 


You Know, 
not everyone 
gets this level 


of service. 
d 


















= 
Amazonia Hmmm, cloying, 
Chewable artifically sweet, 
Vitamins? 









bitter aftertaste-- 


49 So what's the They're staying } Hey, my 

Ў б verdict onthe ^ down, sol cousin Olivia 
i vitamins? think we have a came into the 

winner. 4 store today 

——— апа we got to 

talking. 


Anyway, I 
volunteered us to 
babysit some weekend. 
I thought it'd be good! 
For Ws because, 
well, you Know... 









Sure, you want Well, I 

to beta test our wouldn't 
parenting skills | put it that 
using someone way. 
else’s child. са 





What did you 16 took 


Later... 


anyway? get it clean. 


Lock enabled. 
System sealed. 
Self-destruct security 
mode engaged. 


I texted Olivia. She 
said e/ther of the next 
two weekends are good 

for babysitting. 


They're 
both fine 
for име. 


= | 
My woman I have to 
of action. say, though, Г’ 
looking forward 
s to it, too. 


Really? 


«fo to that uniform um three washes to 


y 


Home Soil and 
Liquidity decided 
it'd be a good idea 


didn't. ix 
as well as 
they 
thought. 


Ld 
Um, you Know that 
eventually we'll need 
to chilelproof the 
house, right? 


Y 
You're really 


excited by 
this, aren't 
you? 


y So what, then, are 


It's already got a 
six-digit PIN and а retina 
Scanner. How much more 
do we need? 


Well, yeah. So much 7 


of pregnancy is wating. 
It'll be nice to do 
something for it. 


the chances of you having 
to rush off for some 
emergency that 
night? 


That depends on 
whether or not the 
baby needs her 
diaper changed. 













1, 
Come on Amazonia, I'm glad 
barer... where are Thanks for doing to help out my 
you--P? this. Mark's on pregnant 
monitor duty friend, 





and-- Abby. 









AN 


569): 


ere 
T m 


But don't you Aave a But, in 24/5 
Captain Bellypuster's time zone, they're 
in Deco CityP not serving 

lunch yet. 





So, beyond your I fave started 
overpowering craving for to get zired/ a 
a Cheesy Baconamageddon, lot more. 


any other pregnancy : 

changes? And, obviously, 
I've joined Chab 
Amazonia. 









Well, maybe 
as a junior 
ember. 





















And what's І айо! finally stop Augustus But the b/g “ews 
new in the wore Nero from trying to unleash is that Paul and 1 
of Amazonia? the Spirit of Vengance are moving in 

— on Liberty City. together. 








That's 
great! 


Finally getting Oh, it's I mean, it's hardly 
tired of the ong not so much long distance when you 
distance thing? that. can Aly, апа have ajet 
and a Ze/eporzer. 








Paul and I have been I'll still Keep my I bet he'e probably : : No, but the 
effectively living together offices in Liberty got closet space to о wWweapors sure 
for a while now, each etaying at City and commute, \ spare in there. do. Swords 
the other's place. We're just but T'll be living \ don't fold. 
formélizing it. with АИ. Not that your | 


clothes take up а 
lot of space. 


So you're 
moving into the 
mansion? 





--maybe | 





Mrs. En 
What about O'Longeran? 44 B wel-- | “tolerate” is а 
Paul's “other Believe it or not, > better word. 
woman?" she's starting to 
like me. 







THE DECO CITY 
ART MUSEUM... 


The museum EN 


been doing this Loce/ 
Spotlight 
since the Sixties, but 
¥en. they let ме handle it 
>. this year. 


You're preaching Мом, І had 

е to the choir, Paul. an ulterior 
hire you. ~ ГОГ now, it's still ап motive in 
ѓигекиѕйјо. inviting you 

tonight. 






















j --and 
MEUM you arranged 
q / all of this, — 
15 2 Charlotte? 

























, 














Hos a Say, that's е4 m iy n I want 
eling. "LA artist named Sco, you to buy his 
Striking. ____Profenno. He's DFR next one. 
——_—_= Y 





really talented. 


Let me guess, 
you want ^e 
to buy it? 





That piece is going to sell But, if that piece I'm моё asking you for 
for cm d rice Nice gets him the attention а Favor, Рац, Im asking 
sale for him; and the PR will of Billionaire Patil you for an /mvestment. 
ripple out. LaCroix, those ripples = You buy his next one, the 
become waves. one sion chat goes 
or герм. 


Next year, 
you'll be able to sell 
that painting for 
double if not 

more. 














And Scott 
is riding his 
success like a 
rocket. 


--including that the 
‘O3 Beaujolais should be 
served slightly chilled, 
not room temperature! 


What, are we 
BARBARIANS?! 


France, didn't — 
you? 


Definitely-- 


ev S You really 
Imoressiv. QR learned а /о2 in 





a fls 












Ву the мау, 

J thank you for all the 
advice about moving in 
with Amazonia. 


` THEN... 






















But I'm kind of 
used to being the one 
people come to for 
answers, 


Having a 
real relationship, 
that's a whole 
mew world for 
me. 


And it's 
different 


being the one 
asking the 


Have you told 
Mark уеб? 


Не knows I've been 
thinking about it. I've 
been reticent about 
telling him too much. 


Oh! You'd better get I texted them 
ready to go. Channe/ twenty minutes 
Seven News is going to be ago. A fleeting 


coming by looking to catch a shot of you is 
> glimpse of you. 
How did 
= they know I 
was here? 






— 
















I wasn't telling 
you anything you 
did't already 
know Paul. 


Plus, I did it all 
without standing on 
a rooftop looking =— 
broody. 
I didnt 


say you were 
perfect. $ 


He's been great Yeah, they're 
with the awkwardness of such а couple 
my relationship with someone telling ove is 
he used to date. But I didn't . like telling them 
want to push it Zoo Far. CUN both. 4 












Besides, Zoe 
saw your sister 
this morning. 
I'm sure she 
mentioned it 
to Abby. 


You do know if you start 
using that sneaky mind of yours 
for criminal purposes, I 
will Art you down. 


. You might 
а wy 


= 







This /s Dinner at a restaurant 









SATURDAY NIGHT... а special without а kids” menu 
Hey, Wow! occasion. , and a movie that doesn’t 
there are our Someone T thought you have talking dogs /s a 
babysitters! \ looks ready were just doing special occasion. 
ў for a big dinner anda 












night. "ove. 





F yo, got lucky, though. о. You diar t 
Carter and Aidan got | — need to do 

invited to a sleepover, that. We could 

so it's just the baby. have handled &// 


Dude, you could 
mot have handled 
all three. 










Ohrit looks РИ Who's а b/g Now, the phone And so 
like someone is } girl You are! "uber for the аге Josh and my 
< just getting / boys' eleepover is on 





cell phones. , 
the fridge. i 


















Okay, All the emergency ^ --along with our ^ . You seem а Honestly, parenting 
anything | mumbers are loaded aoctor’s number, a little more calm | at-th/s age is pretty 
el-- about this than much pass/Fai/. 


into this iPad app-- list of her Aavorite ad 
Зац food! Olivia. 






--toys 
ranked in order of 


=: |95 

































You two Wave good- 


Now Tina, WY Shell be 






you behave бие. We'll have a great | bye to Mommy 
for Aunt А have a great time, соо ДМ and Daddy, 
Abby. Tina. 


time. 





All right, honey, 
now what do you 
want to do 
tonight? 


Your Mommy and LOU Hey, pretty 
Daddy just went; out i girl. Why all the 
оп.а date. They'll be B  zearsa 









back soon. 

















и Ном about a 
song? Maybe she's just cryin 
that will help? са Inn: 
JA singing Hootie = А, 
[53 
with а little У то! the 
love...anal some 
tenderness... 
ие!!! walk above 


the water... 
ST 


gs 















y She just had а пар, Sorry, № How do I don't know. 









her diaper doesn't need mind-reading is parente Know | Practice? 
changing, and it's моё Doc Karma's what а baby's | Maybe we should 
time For her bottle. crying for? dÀ listen closer. А 













What's wrong? 


Not unless she's 
trying to tell us the 
Ayperarive’s still 

broken on the 
Falcon. 





I mean, I'm good l 
with kids. In high school, 
I was the most popular 


Lc babysitter on my Боск. 


have quieted 
her eventually, 
Mark. 








WERE 







Parenting is a ' --because you 






team sport, That's are seriously | 
Abby, wot a cheating right | 
now. h 





competition. 





-]h- 







Mark, I'm going to We'll be 
go start her dinner. бие. 
Have you got her? 





No, nal You never 
Rookie go after the. 
mistake! big guy first. 
It's always the 
little guy 
controlling 
him. 


Uh-oh, I think 
someone's = 


доба айту P. 


D 














, : 
Mark, it's just 

a direy diaper. It B said by someone 

that bad. who doesn't have 


a superhuman 
se ao GO 

















Okay, Tina, 
. Which toy are © 
М you going to 
go for? 


d Oh, yes you 
clo, No wonder 
you were 









I think someone's just 

trying бо Hor have to 

change diapers, 
Tin 


ar [De 

















` Delicious carrot 
And what Ae 


: and cauliflower, 
repast did you right, Tina? 
prepare for the Puried 


lady? carrot and 
cauliflower. 


Open up 
for the coo 
choo-- 

















Тао know. 
You do That's how 7 


have super dm aH 
speed) a сола 





Mark, could you эне Would you double-check 
here for a minute: the temmperature.on 
this? I'm just nervous 
about getting it right. 




















--I'm invulnerable, "SO. what. you're Let me 
remember? I'm really not saying is you're going to be check on 
going to be a good judge по help whatsoever Amazon 
of hot or cold. with our baby. for a baby 
— bottle 





Warner, 





= 


Just fine. 
She's a 




























Тат so 
glad! your mother 
let us watch you 


tonight, Tina. 4 


Г ak 
juet me, or 
does this 
feel kind of 

right? 


















J Unless, "Yeah, 
E pot a Yes, but T a core, aag I 
the fun? admi | 
f Don't they 


know you're 
busy 
tonight? 






I'm guessing 
Darkblade, you caught the Ed. jar of 
what is-- gist of that? the conversation 
for years now. 






--HOW, 
really? But 


== 


A Are you ЕЕ know Рац Its okay It looks РР Still, I'm going to Get 












sure you're said he needed ^ Mark. Were pretty whip out of here, just M ready, 
going to be me, but "aybe | going to be clear out 2 to be safe 
all right? I could find Fine. We'll there. LOY A 
Mayor have some girl 


You really do only 
have the one trick, 


going to be 
Fine, right? 


d You're пасо C =" going to have b 
me worried that my to do this with your 
maternal instincts Я 


are tone deaf, 
you know? 


Zoe's credenza 
is really heavy. 









You know this 
ie how it's going to 
work. А crisis will 
come up and you'll 
get called away, 
leaving Abby with 
the baby. 








You called me I called you 
here to help you № here to help 
rove Zoe into you with your 

your place? babysitting 
Zest. 




















And you think it's your и That's, І told you 
place to do this? Why didn't um, silly. I i 
| you just release D-Block at aerer would 
bà  /rongate and do it right? 









’ Ican/ear 
the baby crying, 
and Abby сам Е 
get her to quiet 
down. 


No, Mark, you listen. ve You don't 
You're a great guy, and understand! I 
you're going to be a am listening. 
great father. 


Paul, 
listen-- 














She will for 


But you're 
occasionally going 
to be an absentee 
father. \t's best 
you learn that now. 





I want to take 
the statuary of ту 
family, too. 


The credenza 
you say? 





--I hear 
her crying. 





i] Sounds like 
Li your Uncle Mark 
is back. 


And sounds like 
someone closed 
the wow on 
him, too. 


Remember, Tina; 
there's always 
punishment. 


She's pretty sownd 


asleep, vut I appreciate 
your alserezion. 


We started 
off rough, but 
eventually we 
worked it out. 


І was waiting for you. 
1 figured you shouldn't miss Also, she's 
Д < going to need to 
Want to be changed. 


take herP 










Д Yeah, І 

паме ое D 
every once м z—— 
a while. z 


This babysitting 
She looks so ; run=through was 
adorable, doesn't a great (ced, 


she? Abby. 












You know, I'm glad 
we still have those 
months yet-- 





How. was the Sz She was y We just put A 











ANo THEN... Hey, look little one? wonderful. her down half an 
V who's back? A MEE We had a hour ago, you 
great time. want to go 
See? 


Definitely. Sor how was Well-- 


«it'll-be.out on 
DND eventually. 





== 





ЕД im 
А /ot. Even though 
we'll have one of our 
own Soon, I'm a little 
Jealous of you. 


Call pan I may 
us again, take you up on 
anytime, that. Did you 
b WA ou of itP 


You're very 
Micky. 



































my That's okay. 
We're a little 
Jealous of 
You, too. 


You're going 
home to sleep 








Really? 
Why? 







7 Well, I Not at all. "m А d 
i 1 i у, that was T mean it wasn't just 
don't think we And it was kind Н : 
scarred! perfe a Фед! thing, Paul pretending there 
a Tina oij the ec : was an emergency or 









j Р 
walk-through. Right right: 
down to you getting - 
called! away. 


Zoo much, do 
you? 





something was it? 
v- Д 








That'd be а little ; : DP co "m 
Machiavellian, even for | hate to have to 
Paul, don't you think? i Kill kim. 


Yeah, I 
suppose. 





He'll be very 
relieved. 





=) = 

















Don't W sre aliel scream 







I was I was 2 
/mpressed to worried she deny it. It's E for a while and that 
come back and would have gone sweet. was pretty 


all “7consolable Horrible. 


on you. 








find Tina quiet. , 






Really? You 
q weren't stening 
in? 








So I just Held Aer. Which is good, Risus 
I think when Z started to because not all of us can Well, you 
relax, so did she. Babies 8 rely on super powered work with 


what you've Just fine. 


pick up.on that. baby stunts. 







Also, Olivia ™ 


а/а! make me realize 
how dar our 
co-parenting 
will be. 









Well, you 
don't need 
anywhere near 
ae much sleep 
ae me-- 






x 

--but Гит the one 
who's going to have 
to get up with 
the baby. 


Рау 


3Grumble/¢ --you --for a 
Yeah, /ne-- might have to while. 
get up with 
the baby-- 


--I'n 
always going 
to be getting 

up with the 
world, 











— Well, that infestation ЧЗ 
i-took longer than I thought EXE 
to get rid of. : 


And more 
people. Though the 
British guy with 
the fez was kind 

of cool. 


Р What ie it with these < 
climension-spanhing crises 
that seem to require an амил 

of heroes to take care of? 


* (d 


Yeah. I N 


Oh, Fel. - : о. Qm B know that as 


le that the 


у a creature of the 
Sunrise? 


| (gH you don't 
^ see that a lot, 
but-- à 


m 


Say, would you 
mind ropping me 
OfF> T have my р 
tunnels, but you're 

still faster. 


V um Mark, 
you've stil/ got 
a little bit of 


Ick! I really 
| hate zombies! 


No. They just make 
me cross. Over and 
over again. 


Zoe has an a/-Wweek q 
wornen’s retreat in 
Liberty City tomorrow, 
and I promised her I'd 
try to be back before 
she had to leave 
this morning. 


Sorry. There's 
just мо manly way 
to do this. 





the lift. 












A | хи 
ESSE oio, sweetie. You're the 
: Are you, ай, detective. 
Detect. 






upset? 


I'm starting to I thought I'd I know the 
wonder why I even actually get to see Zoe, there Job, Paul. 
moved in az a/ dou you итоге if we was this миюуего/ 


lived together. jncursion-= 





May I 
say something 
now? 





It's always going 
to be something. 
But it can’t be 
everything. 









LaCroix. 


We can talk more 
about this after your 
retreat. 1l make up 

‚ for being Ate then. 


*— You know, there 
/s а Way to lighten 
your workload. 


T'll let 
you know. 
I wonder if Mark 
comes home.to this 


kind of nagging? A 


Zoe, you're 


smart. Апа, 
honestly, I'm 
briliant. 


Oh, Mr. 
Lacroix, your 
g kisses are so 
A Weamy.. Д 
swoon. 


WB vorne “ Ги if you 
microphones  . were to-- Not 2A/S again. wher will 


Е I'm mot ready to 


Very true. And — 
between the two of us, 
I know we can figure 
out how to make our 
schedules mesh. 


You do-rémember that 
you work for me, right? 
And that Т can Aire you 

and everything? 


% And just x 
you be? 


take диаг step 


M Spencers! relationship 
T ie all ^a/bows and 





Go away. І 
don! wanna get 
up. Pregnant 
women get 
tired. 


Kind of interesting, 
actually, Paul and I 
met this guy who 
actually had his 
timeline -ebooted/ 
as we were-- 


3Sigh/é 
Maybe you're right. 
We don't need 
to go. 
It's just the 
pr [ 
and I can actually use 


my super vision 
for that. 


P" Pregnant women also 


exams зо they can still 
work a full day. 


OF course, T'll 


r 
Um, you know 
this wouldn't 
actually stop 
me, right? 





Tue DOCTOR'S : | Ah, there ` I'm sorry 
OFFICE... uU she is now. Doctor. about my 
: г Doctor. tardiness, 


my friends. 


















ania 





The 
dimensional 
bridges between 
our realities 
are ever 
shifting and 
complicated, 
and nay beings 
are using them 
for "any 
purposes. 












cast some kind of 
spell to keep Mark 
from cheating and 









Аз someone who can ~ 
read both your minds, may 
I suggest that it would be 
unwise of you to finish 
that sentence? 


V^ boy, I'm offended. 

That was just а оке I 
made to get you up this 
morning. Have you hit 


oo P ххх? 
Мы $6$69090900000996 






















V. ры vend — 1] Héééoccecccsccccoccó $ 
I Амо it has to 4$ 6000009000900209006 
It'd really МЕ = < 
make you feel | - per В+ 
hoe ae . ME 
And I want us in betten _ M 
this together. wouldn't it? - eos 


@eeoeese2e 






= 
І have a/readly Not unless they v Be glad 
have a billing code we buy in 
(К. 


contacted your 
Doctor Karma for crushed bull 


to procure the 
materials 
needed. 


ope. 
This ie a 


К Ah, there 
the little one is. 
The. child looks 


good--and 


the right angle 
here. 

















That's your Y And № 
а godlchilel you're 
you're talking holding it 
about. upside 


there, that's 
As or her | 
head. 


I couldn't help 
overhearing you. Did 
your sister say you 
were pregnant? 


You Know, 
I've had three, 
and they're totally 
worth it. AN 


" BE I did моё you say you 
ЕЕЕ need that. a were pregnant? 
== Congratulations! 





star in 1920$ Hollywood 
raising his son alone 
after his wife dies 
ln Childbirth. 


Did I hear ^ Pregnant and \ wes, леге 
2 almost 





ell 





And second, І have ^ . 

a guilt cara to use 
on that kid for the 
rest of his life. 


Oh, І did't 
redlize we had this 


in already. I loved his 
last book. What's 


CHRONOPOLIS... 
--Wait, 9o" 
you're моё 

going to find 






y № №, we \ 
thought it'd be 
fun to leave it 


№ 
r. Really? I con't 










Let's | 
see, if you 










things just seem to 


Lier... | | | | : и п EE "s exactly. And 
) И B ое getting busier. 








sentence. You | she's right. 
sound like You need 





But I'm just 
not sure I'm 
ready for one 
yet. 


№ x 


lecessor 
didn't have one. 


Paul, you've оит 
taking a sidekick was part of 
the gig since you became 


vilains and 
thieves and ev// 

without blinking, 

but my ows 
mortality ie а 
little tougher to 

deal with, you 

know? 


E 
Haven't &// the 
Darkblades had 
interns? 4 
7 Training 
the next 
generation 
h andal? , 


"$ Paul, your predecessor died 
fighting Great Bear in his 9752 
year of being Darkblade. 


An intem... Mark, it's ai “Ф 
acknowledgment that time is 
marching forward. That I'm 
getting offer and someday І 
wor't be Darkblade. 


Wow, you really 
do have dark ana 
broodly down to an 

art, don't you? 





Way do women 
who have had kids feel the 
uncontrollable need to share 
with.me. Stephen King-level 
horror stories whi 

















4 J —À 
I don't know. You know; Well, then, 
Maybe they're sharing a “welcome _ they're doing 
war stories. Kind of to the 
a female-bonding . 


thing: 





birth was easy. No story 
there. Charlotte's, too. 





And everyone in my Yes. And if this kid puts 
family Knows the story of me through 32 Fours of labor 
Quincy's birth by heart: and has an wanaturally large 
‚_ Му mom told it over and 6 fread, she'll know Aer story 
€ 







over. heart, too. 





„Їр 











And 777 glad 

that you've finally 

decided to take a 
Squire, 


Well, it D 
was about time, 


Somewnere № = Brother 
OVER THE Caden says һе 
ATLANTIC... Ш has quite a few 
good candidates 
for you. 





sHarrumplé Аб 
least she's been good for 


: It has indeed. Y 
SHORTLY, IN IRELAND... But the mission does The battle Still, it ie good 


f demand one's time. is neverending, that you have chosen to 
4 Ju P gad to have d isn't b? ^ foster those Mis on bs our 
Lord Darkblace. It has 7 рН У 
been Zoo /оид. о 













W And 1 believe 
you will find that В 
уои shall learn as Such was 
much fromyour.charges Че for me 
as they Shall learn when 7 trained 
from you. & you. 


Mostly that 
I needed better 
locks on the giris’ 
dormitory. 





Em 


I've my 


actually ^7/ssec/ 


P Now this à this place. 


takes me 
back. The 
éraining 


7 /ndeed, Master 
Timothy is one of our 
most promising 
students. 


V' WNeteachthem C -aa yet 


to guard themselves we leave their egos 
against so итаму 
gttacks-- 


Why, he 
managed to break 
your record on 


The. Gauntlet. 


Grant, 
Timothy, 
Misty...good to 
» meet you. 


Some of you 

chose this path. 

Some of you had 
this path chose 
for you, as І did. 
It is my hope that 
you will find it as 

rewarding as 

T have. 


Brother Caden says 
you three are his best 
studlents. We can't 
decide between you, so 
we've decided to give you 
&// the opportunity. 


Now let's 


review-your files ® 


and-- 


| and 29/7 with 


defenseless. 


The three of V- EN 


you will come to 
Chronopolis to 
apprentice 


After six 
months, we Will 
decide which one of 
yourwill earn the role 


--oh, hey, 

I loved you 

in “Mean 
Girls.” 





Not so fast. 
First you're.going.to 
: : have to deal with 
This city has Darkblade-- ^ 
basked in the Wave | 
glow of freedom for 


Soon, it 
will be under the 
cool control of 


V Yeah, you see, 
sidekicks don't 
really get billing. 


Whose night is ee І tasked \` | 
it tonight? him with an ` 
important | 
Mission. 


Darkblade, |p Maybe this 
sir, here's your What is wasn’t such а 
E this? le this good idea. 
low-fat? 


He must 
be doing well 
if you're letting 
him so/o 
already. 





Pretty quiet. 
In fact, I was just 
going to give the 
kid the might 


J Dynarnite. How o 


are things going 
tonight? 


~ 


I'll have that report on 
unarmed combat techniques 
for you when you get back, sir. 


г x 
He is. к. It's not just No/ Well, WY /: need to 


I'm “ot: sure 
he's. going to 
work, though. 


Have you 
started hitting 
harder? 


--you'll 
have to ask my 
partner. 


You have 
а partner, 
Silverfish? 


because he's it's just... be /mposing, 
taller than you know? 
your is it? 


"I'm going to hit you 
even Farder still if you 
don't tell me where that 


со WE: chink rm Ч 


do I. going to get 
«sed to this 
sidekick 
thing. 





Я I could make ту next Film Ge Well, yeah. I xN 
— project your pregnancy. We know you wouldn't 


Hey, Abby, could follow you aou go to W want anything that 

I just had a your oloczor"s appointments, intrusive, I'm 
great ‚ have a bunch of cameras in just-teasing. 
idea! A the delivery room-- 


a. 










| 


Please 
tell me you're 
kidding. 


u 


P 
< 


суур" 
ваа: 4 


| 


So, you think messing with и You know, 
the pregnant woman is а wise I'm just going 
е8 Kind of like poking a to back up 
bear in its cave, isn't itP 


Try raising your N 
Aanes above your 
head and looking as 
big as you can, 
too. 





What 
happened? 


Markr 
are you 
















I'm 
pregnant, 
people Keep 
picking on 
me, and I'm 
hormonal. 





ails 





















- 
You know, What are you But hap 
my "ew Worry worried about if you're catching ` 
ie the trip to the there? Гт some Falling plane 
hospital. going to Ay or stopping 
you. someone's evil ( 
plan? P 
< sooo 
Doical WERE 
my parents? |115 
Quincy? 2... 
***  DoIcalan 
ambulance? 


Honey, don't Youcal | And if you're all Once! That 
forget whose wife the Liberty ^ обор, competing happened оисе/ 
League. in some alien gambler's м 
private games? 



















; Every time I y Mark, 
deal with one Abby, you say that... 
worry, а new everything's everyone says 
going to be that...but you 
fi-- don't really 


” On top of that; =. So people сап (еі те ~ 
my pregnancy's not à their stories and offer me 
exactly гур/са/, all the platitudes they have, 


і A --^o one 
is it? м. but really- | knows exactly 


what 27/77 going 





=W= 


Í Ten NEXT NIGHT... 






Sughle I am моё 
going to be a fan 
of these stairs in 
a couple of 
months. 













It's always Way am Mark and I Let me guess...you two 
good to see you, А: oo were on the phone got here and he cocked his head 
Мот, bub-why== < айд І mentioned that with that faraway look and 
cheescake place he said “Us-oh/” 
you took us to and he 
said м you want to 

















Oh, man, am I In “ay experience, You wouldn't I actually talked 
as soon as they leave ИИ believe the number ^ t5 someone who 
of mothers that сате. ~ „езу was 
in and performed trapped in an 
Scary Pregnancy elevator. = 
Theatre. today. 









I don’t get Well, of T. 
it, lee ike they core E ose cay oF 
can't; wait. to. share Abby-- » their lives. Was for | 










every detail of 
their tales of 















ET 











а о And all those women with their 


i \ 7 Youre дома “ 
= € to be a mother. horrible stories are trying to tell 
lt comes with you that, as bad as it got; they got 
FS the job. through, And.so will you, 
to it. / 


--until, of course, I ` 


aside froma gave birth to the most 
constant craving powerful hero 
for sticks, my 
pregnancy was pretty 


F: didn't know Zow It was 
special my boy was definitely a case 
going to be when I of “ignorance 
was carrying him. A Js bliss." 




















And I certainly 


mo great until you 
didn't have access mentioned the 


to two Doctor 
Karas, a genius, 
and a satellite full of 
science-fiction 
gadgets. 





None of that 

will stop you from 

worrying, but maybe 
it'll take some of 


the eage off. 4 





eim 


P^ Youlre going to get Goodness, 
through your pregnancy with your wide Teta Е 


Just fine, апа give me = q 
the wortels greatest «i то Ноот Hello, 


grardchilel, , == ladies-- 


















Let me just So, Mr. Convenient 7 You needed A. 
freshen 4p and ff Disappearance, was Absolutely. someone to 
T'll be ready. there really an talk to. 
emergency at a/ 






à —: You know, you're 
welcome to come with 
2 — ue. We're just going to 


I'll probably 
be leaning on 










But, if you were 
to bring me back 
a piece of Oreo 
cheesecake... 






== 


b. — 
Cxeonopotis Yes, =-уои know, It was 
MS y 
Brother Caden, 2 "eed to сай Zoe, fine, Paul, 


they're a) УОС back, = How was the 


eir. Yes, sir, 
РЕА 















Р еу, I'm-sure 
they'd /ove to 
meet you. Do 


V. wait, hang ом! V н 
I fave to tell you, Well 
T figured out our ее, 
schedules problem! i 
1 finally took a an 
Sidekick-- 












Paul! Stop. 
Something's ` 
- happened! Е 







When I was at 
the retreat...my 
sister Oriana 


me. 
Lum 


I thought 
she wasn't 
coming to visit 
until "exz 
month. 













í Е "E 1 
Paul, Vos my God, : Paul, I'm going Ш --уои see, 
Ну mother hae Zoe, that'e back home. But my mother is 
y terrible. Are not just to see now ИМИ to 


had a stroke. A 
major one. 





you going her-- 
back kome 


to see her? 


rule-- 







She's awake 
now, but she's 
^oc well. 


The royal 
physicians 
don't know 
if she'll 
recover. 





--and I'm being 
Summoned! back 
home-- 











а 
PP m" 





/ 


РИ 





ү 


\] 





FA 
i" 


№ 


fw 10 GO... —7 I was Just thinking) majde 17 














should zip over to CAronopolis 
"Mark, honey, for a bit. You know, to 
you look like you check ѓи. 


have something os 





Again? 
That's very 
considerate 





Though; it has been —7 Even so, I'd feel 
about six weeks since better if I popped 
Amazonia /eft. Paul's in for just a bit. 
been re@aly for this. 















У Mark, it! 
Are you sure qos 
you're okay with -f 


thisP 


! --because 
there's a Cupcake 
Wars marathon 
starting right now 
and you Aate 
that show. 






You realy Ҹ̧ 
don’t have to 
keep checking 





4 


You and the 
other two interns are 


Hey, that's just 
part of the service, 


Grant. doing great work 
filling in for Paul while 
he's in Zeavral/a for the 
weekend, but a little 
extra help never 


E ЕС hurts. 


Pa, 


Just fine. Dart and Ана, look, I'm ^ — 


Dynamite are running things 
street level, and it's ay 
turn to make it look as if 

Darkblade is still in town. |, 


That's mae v Es 7 From twenty 


got to be 
challenging 
with Dare. , т 


stories lp, even 
she can pass 


for The Defender 


\ the Night. 


sure you three 
have things we// 
under control. 


яр 
Still, I don't mind keeping you -7bub I 

company for a bit. Patrol gets don't drink 
boring, I know. I could get coffee. Maybe an 


some coffee-- 


, energy rink? Д 








- d 






< 
In our culture, 
Succession is through 
the youngest of 
majority status. 


F^ wait, how are you 
even мехё in line ОЁ 
succession? You're 

the youngest of her 

ten daughters. 6 













Until Mother recovers 
from her stroke, I'm being 
recalled to Leandia to rule 
in her stead. 















И 








Oh, right; and 









Why. would 
you replace someone your Electoral 
whom age has made College makes 
infirm or claimed SO ИСИ 
outright with the more sense. _ 
A wext- oleesz person = 
g you can find? 


p 
So, йом r But we're a e —— 
2 /o^g will you р martial society, 
be gone? Idont Paul. IF Mother isn't 
й well enough to fight, 
she can't lead. 










It's up to the 
Royal Physician to 
decide if and when she's 
recovered enough-- 
or if ра ever 
Will. 





Г weren't you listening? 

We're а martial society. 
She has to defeat the 

» Physician in combat. 


And what's the 
Physician's criteria 
for deciding that 

she's wel 

enough? 

























And what Е 





she cloesy’t That's the If she 
recover? thing. doesn't, then I 
>." become Queen. 





Permanently. 





And the 
Queen ie моё 
| allowed to leave 
iy Leandia. 


Then we'll x 
have to доре 
she gets better, 


won't we? 








--because /F Doesn't = Zoe You've got three 
you loved me, 88 That's моё mean I have i interns filling in for 
you woulant fair. You knew to like №. you. You could stay 


leave. I'd be going an extra обу. Or 
b | 





















back to Earth month. 
today; 

















T've got three interns, sure. They ~ Your movie 
Interns who need “raining and probably studio has made 
have been /eft alone all A took the way 200 таму No, І hired 
weekend. Airblade ou;  , teen comedies. Way too many 
- for a joyride, cleaning crews 
4 had a wile! my senior year. 


















NET era ea It'll forward 
Se communicatione 
Oh, wat's “7ans-dlimensional signals between 
this now? pes here and Earth. 


So we can call and 
text as if we were 
still on the same 
planet. 


It's got to 
be better--and 
cheaper--than you 
borrowing NASA's 
Very Large Array 
to text me “good 
night." 










Y But 1 just I guess it's 
mentioned this good to be the 
yesterday. The 
Royal Scientists 






designed it 
already? 








= Hey, Just Aine, Oh jut т 
ELSEWHERE... Abby, how's honey. What's = coming to say paps 6 















it going? e/o." T: ШЕШЕ doing ре. = 











You know, Mark, if you've got bad! m Oh, whew! I was Whoa! Hey! 
pregnancy 16 giving news ог something; just say about to offer to go to Nobody mentioned 
real it, You don’t have to /£a/y and pick up some 


cushion it like this. 


Abby, the bookstore's 

іи the red. Not by a lot, and your 
rainy-day fund will help, but things 
are trending downward. 


Em ( ww 

It's something 
you're going to have 
to think about. 





Not that you don't meee опот m ” You said you didn't like "The Ч Well, that's a 
have enough on your mind 5 what-we're —  mext step іп the evolution of lot of pressure 
already carrying the Baby calling her — sa the Auman race.” to put on a kid 
Wonder. now? ; 






r Anyway, 
fixed expenses are 
цо and sales are 


b 


Р First, we 


detonate a massive 
Aucíear device in ow 
Earth orbit. 


The resulting 
electromagnetic 
pulse will wipe out all 
electronics and book 
readers, and people will 
Aave to come back to 
bookstores to buy 
books. Problem 

solved. \ 


Oh, I evo. It's 
an idea I've been 
kicking around for 

a while. 


Okay, let. те 
rephrase: Do you have 
any plans that I wouldn't 
have to tAwart? 


} 
tal 


pime 
ES д 


y 


= 


















But, to be clear, ЧЕЙ 


--во that's z 
you're mot Firing 


the story. 























We've got to ‚ anyone, right? Those baby made the 
start getting aren't bad news executive 
sales 4o. .* decision to 
bring the 


Oh, wait, \ ” 1 saw this place in Seattle Ч 
I do have on the news. They had all their women 
one/ - wearing bikinis to sell coffee, and it 

№ did gamgbusters/ We could do 

а that with books’ P 


And you think v You're right. There < 
that's our best | might need to be some 
changes to the 
staff. 









The last time Amazonia 
did a signing here, it soikea! 
sales and got toms of media 
attention. Maybe she could 
- do that again? 


a q d m 
E That /5 а good P wait, that means she's a You're 
idea, but she's still princess--trapped іп а 
in Leandia, and she's саѕг/е/ Oh, І have to tell 
not permitted to 


leave there as long as 
she's Queen. 


D! 


she's stopping 
by. 





I am the Princess ` 
Oriana, sister to 














You know ЗЕ” LI 4 Well, it was а Y y My sister has 
we've met; couple of years charged me with 
before, Ў ago. So; what can running Aer affairs 
, while she is the 

Queen-Regent. 






And she told me 
; that if I ever had 
any questions, 
that I was to 
come seek your 
counsel. 












I need to know wae is а 
Zoning Board and who are 
they бо tell те Aow żal my 

building can beP! А 




















y >> Tee ~ 5 : ~ 
' Zoning Іт eure Zoe І believe You might — — ex, YOU Should 
board, huh? ^ hae some gooc she does. want to go So I have Zoe's 
Those can — /awyers, though. і see the board | should demand | secretary make 
be kind of <. 9 informally. an aualience. an appoint 
: Charm them | merit. 


prickly. 





ra 
What's we One of my " 
this for, sister's facilities Employees. 
‚ anyway? needs to ехрама/ to We call them 
accomodate more i employees. | 
subjects. i ; F 








" It's kind of ironic What trials — ' Rising ww Easily I am sure 









that Zoe sent you to are you expenses and solved. My she would not 
те for business advice facing? low sales, sister has. mind me giving 
mow, My own store's mostly. Cash plenty of 

not doing so well. 





flow is pretty 
rocky. 










uum 1 | 4 


1 H 


а 
y Thank you, but v I'm an /reejeralenz shop You have a 
this 5 Ё the kind of in a market that's causing warriors. heart, 
thing I need to be problems for even the Arge Abigail. I did not 
rescued from, it's chains. Honestly, the smart expect that. 
the kind of thing Z move is to start looking 
need to solve, for a way Out. 
















But I've put 
almost гем 
years of love 
and work into this 
place. I'm моё 
giving up. Л 


P 
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Я. I 84. 
rede trip. Е 
, Е о/о! like visiting ER 
Leandia. 


There are the Yeah, I 
crystal forests : С ala see any 

and the Aire ео А : of that. 

And watching 

the suns rise 
over the Golden 

Sea is just 

breathtaking. 


y х 
How's the That They're а 
Queen Mother's gem : 


does t surprisingly private convince them 
recovery? Д I don't know. sound has Ux рений s the бо let Doctor 
MEM She wasn't taking Ё ood. way:they-aess. The Karma come 
any visitors. EE : mecical staff would айа take a look, 
only say “she's though. 
lenproving.” 


You-really 
^-tHink so? 
Still, if the , 
Queen has И I Kind 
the determination 
of her daughter, 
she won't need 
any help. 











» 
I've thought 

of that. I ao have 
something in mind. 


IF Zoe's sister is filling 
in for her she'll need some 
support onthe Aero side 

to help her with the way 
things work Were. 


Of course, 
you're busy 
with the interns, 
and I'm trying to 
make sure I'm 
around for. 
Abby a little 
> mores á 






















Oh, роте ^N 
realize it was 





" Newbie duty? 3Sigh/é I 

Seriously? Can't ~y thowght you might 

Arachnerd do Say that. So you 
this? It's so should know== 


» Mike, Amazonia's sister WE She really Y 
Oriana has come to Earth needs a 
shadow. 


бо step /^ for her while 
Zoe is otherwise 






V --so if you 
need anything, 
anything at all, 
you just give 


--that ZA/s 
16 Oriana. 
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< 


BATER... How did a Probably because the Oh, yeah. 


y I not know day we were going to do The r = 


You just scan 
the bar code and it goes 
on our baby registry? 
This is awesome! 


about this? this for our wedding 
shower, someone got 


called to Atlantis. 

















Now, just Go! Congratulations, Hey, chores 
remember, it's Get to da Є уои just signed are good for 
not b toy choppah! our child up a kid. 

and-- 









And it got a Ave-star Hmmm. I'm 
rating from Parenting just not sure 
Magazine. x it's for ws. 


THEN... 


T like this playpen, 
Mark. It'll collapse 


down and Яб in our car 
for when we visit the 






We're talking 
about owr child, 
remember? 





=< 


You know, we Wil you be © т don't really I euppose we I don't know. That seems like 













haven't really okay if the ^ have much of could! kee denying her Aer Heritage. But I 
talked about baby has Doc Karma's do worry about the dangerous 
epell in place. superhero lifestyle. 
Do you want 
the baby to have 
powers? 





I can't deny You know, And if she Darkblade's IF that internship 

it'd be fun to typical doesn’t have already training program comes with a 
play М а volcano, father-son powers? three kids. college scholarship, 

teach him how Stuff. What's one I might consider it. 


to catch an 
asteroid. 




















Even if he ia n" I mean, Windstar's father had № A | 
has powers, eid ^ TE powers and /rever- joined the life. 
he doesn't Definite! === Heck, Golden Torch'e son became я 
йеме to bd etinitey. m Aa | a super vilain and-- 
uperhero, AE. 
you know: "d 





“oh, that was Na! Not-- | Keep it up 
so поб the right Are you id bini Ё many and I'll be a 9/и9/е 
; di saying owr you're going to со 
lom dtd baby could turn be such a good | то. 
into a super mother-- 
villain? 





ц 


--but sometimes How's your 


Tue weerry гаси ШЙ — \ Ilike to see you 
You know, : 
micas ii à I ale just give i qug- La 
AX 23 you а dimensional Е $ 
repeater, Paul. : 


1 ' well, I do E 
| like seeing 


for calle and 
texting-- 








I think she's getting a 
little better. I was telling 
her to do her physical 
therapy and she threw a 
tray аб me again. < 











And just how 
ie that getting 
better? \ 





TE CUT см | 
o tell me , 
what's going on — Nothing, really. 
back there. It's been quiet. 
Everything's pretty 





Twenty dollars 
more and this care 





== 












= What's with the » < 
Looks like Mark's airlock? Ave Ju T Ijust spent the last 


coming aboard, dear. : j going Dr. McCoy on 
I'm going to (ег FEA = Our teleporter? 


few hours putting the 
Mars Rover back oñ 
track, so I was in 









I didn't mean бо cut 
short your сай, though. I'm 
eure the lomg-adiistance thing 
has to be rough. 





No? ғ Well, it’s not really 
m distance. Since her 
vibrational plane shares space 
with ours, it's more a question 
of quantum mechanical 


Т Not really. Spint and-- 


MEANWHILE, ; E а я 
ON EARTH... : 1 : | So much mail as 
Е EAM 


t| Á 3Sigh/€ The 
| hits just keep 





-iis 


і ya ar s A 
What? 
Just s/ow 
down. What ^ 
happened? 













r ^ > A 
Eggea V: thought being “Wand the police They may not & 
Punks egged matried бо а already said they be able to-- : 

every store superhero would give cam do zn 
on the street! ^ mea little extra anything. way  --but I ao know 
Y^, protection, биб І Bs M 2 aster detective 
guess not. M. with a /o£ of free time 











"OWT figured `7 But, Mark, 
out who did ем I think these 


A chickens might have 


1 I 
bd 





alls 




















You think it's Ими Г I shoulel just I N 
to vandalize people's let you drop. wouldn't just 
businesses? Do leave It for 


you, punk? 


THAT молт... ME 
E f 


Li 

$521, maybe it'd 
be worth getting а 
mop and bucket 


don't like saying 
and-- KA Ww, 


ый “А. 





q 
Next question, troops. 
Way do we leave them 
to confess to the police, 
rather than walking 
them in? 















Я --then we Ў 
get stuck doing 
‚ paperwork, 
And that 4 

i strikes fear 
into even ^y 
heart. 
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= Бар Let's make it an ~ 
ur M you figure out it was 3 
Fr aS] them, eir? What AE one of you who figures 
= Е clues did they — е к: it асса а меек 
Ñ with me. 


Good 
night; sir. 


You Know, 
you're actually 


You're expecting me to 
say “you were right.” 





Льву ти | | be, P on, 1 downloaded ® 
going to etart one of those 
painting the ie Dan Benjamin 
ИирзеРУ 97 |. business books 
and-- to see if that 
would help with 
the store. 












Bob UI 


É 


still very uc 
in Leanala. 
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J 
I just Just me using my 














called to chat, Am I unborn chile as an 
since your interrupting excuse to have а 
rooftop isn't an 


option right 





How's it going 
there? Mark said 


Paul ye having 
Doc Karma see 
your mother. 








He just Still, our doctors UN 
left. He can’t hopeful. But I'm not 
do anything. sure how much of that is — 

Something about truth and how much is 
it being a _...not.wanting.to.disappoint - 


non-magical 
cause; 4 


their queen. Eiter 
of us. 
















And, as much 

At.some point, as I love my 
the Royal Physician is ЖЕ Family апа my 
going to give 4o and Es people, I do 


pronounce her unfit. to 


mot want to 
rule permanently. 


be stuci 
here. 


Т oS uua 


Wait a 
minute! Just 
how old аз 





= 




















What are you ` 
going to do if 


We don't 
take &/mally to 
abdication here. If 
I give up my crows, 
I'm banished 
from Leandia... 
forever. 


I love Рам/ and 
I love Earth, but to 
never see my family 
























or home again--I 
don't Гек Ісап 
do at. d 
No, a " min 
- " А Everything And Саме 
В chan 
opa you ial piap ea you know about 
those rules if by the 
you реса A High Council. 4 


queenP | 


ав Mother was But you 

Wasn't this supposed to know parente, 

always going vo file a writ OF D she never 902 
happen, though? You succession with around to doing 
Were always due to the Council to make it. And во ГИ 
succeed your mother, Oriana the next in | here and Oriana 

right? Did you have line for the throne; 
a plan? not me. 





F алаан mii ў 
E I think she was 













Speaking Not bad. There ^ 
of which, І do have been a couple [3 about to leadan f 
appreciate you of bumps, like when army down to the |f 
helping her out. she found out what county recorder's ‘|. 
How /s my office. 





she had to pay in 
sister doing? 0 гах. 


=) 


















A Anyway, it's looking A 


/ess and /ess likely that But I was looking 


I'll be able to таке it to Е ^ г forward to it. 


I've never been to 
one before. 


your baby shower 


mot missing 
much. 


I've always found 

them to be silly 
games, and mothers 
telling horror stories 





\ Changing иго 
things, maybe. 
But not reay ~ 
change. 










I аси’ Е like 
this Abby. I feel 


IF you 
think about it, 
we're all about z 





We keep buildings ~“ 
standing and ships 
afloat and bad guys 
behind bars. We try to 
Keep things today the 

way they were 
yesterday. 


== 


It's just-- 
it was a// going 
so well, you 


а w 


Then, к _ 
| out of nowhere, | 
' everything gets ' 


— 


І Just moved in 
| with Рац. We were 
building our life 


together. 


















| Oh, but 

! listen to me, I'm 

| talking about му | 

whole life could ! life changes and | 
be different. | not even asking | 

‚ about yours. 1 


















In a couple of 
months everything's And Т know 
going to be very of one super hero 
different Aere, who's looking 
too. forward to that 
change. 






ES 
































Q wiki 1o со... 
— SERE. LA "m 25 





Abby, V. мак thank — ив! You “ But I'm really 
called me to make hungry! 









goodness! 
Т need you to run 
to Melt and 


Abby, I know you're umm wet, | And you know Yeah. 
eating for two and the — —— — intellectually. Tl ger Tod hin. I probably 
5 You think you 1 get you амуй g 
cravings can be know, but you Ти never you want. Just dont = Shouldn't 
powerful. don’t really. 4 going to know © 977 mre to do it. fave cove 


is really like. 
A 





This? It's something the I was just on my way to ^4 
Evil Brain was trying бо — take it to Doc Karma 
get. Don't know why. to figure it out. 


A 








Oh, man, I forgot Geez/ How do 
how weird things you walk like this? 
look to you. ! your ci 
of gravity? 





CE WHERE'S 
AY BABY?! 





I think во. Ч 
n't 









The /ast time we 
touched it, you and 
I swapped bodies. I'd 
prefer not to risk 
another trade. 





= «4 
This... Abby, nol 
this thing Dort touch 
switched : it! 
Ф 


We need-- 


; Unless this is an : 
emergency, Abigail--. E 





It is 24/5 accursed object 
that did it. No doubt the Evil 
TL Brain intended to steal your 
2Unnk/€ body, 
Ite no use. 








only for <4 This spell сам be J|! 
now. unravelled, but it is 2/6/ So it's 
f| magic. 16 is a twisted, like the Zax 
arcane chain that spells code, 





a ridelle written in a 


How ong will it expect to The spell Twi ight: / 
take to fx ив? | resolve it shortly. ^ М disappate не оа. | 
= And even if I cannot, by /tse/F in only wo A 
tiki magic is 28 days. SA weal 2 
lunar~based. giving birth! What if the 























У. 


Mark, I am confident I'm invulnerable, do 
that I will be able to you understand? Z alow’ 
circumvent-- - now how to deal 
Ш ; 


with pain! 
` 
give birth to You seem to 
this child! have things wel/ 


in дама here. 


I will contact 
you when I 
Know more. 


Г If this does 
риа go for a month Sony, it 7 
something. you're going to 


go to the baby 
Shower and 


kind zi 


not me. 


E yum aL 
Че 


eu I'm | Held Hey, didn't you 
eure Doctor say somethin 

Karma will fix = bout e 
us soom. 


Oh. Once we 
switched bodies, I 








le it that you're 
actually Abby in 








You carry yourself olifferertly, 
you pronounce the YAU” in 

Paul ane and, biggest As 
of all-- «5 





"1 have: to say, Well, " Besides, Mark is m 
i І fave had very much freaking 
super powers out. It wouldn't do for 
before.* 


| — you're taking 
all this pretty 
well. fc of us to 
lose it. 





* In Love and Capes 
original series) #10. 
e — 


, --I just didn't 
realize we were 
interchangable. 











С Paul do you NY Te bookstore is going 

mind if-I ask you through a rough stretch. 
a business.» . I'd love some gavice on 

what to do. 


-—— z < 

Wondered why Z'/n a man, Abby. 

member of the Liberty — I've got йо 
League? powers, just а 


question? $ 









few gadgets. 


ooo 











Г’ маҝ̆ mt Е і 
But I'm smart. So, you need to figure out WM Well, right now 
stronger. I'ma detective and what makes yow different mu I'm а woman 
Blurstreak'e a tactician. And I'm and promote that. — i 
faster. And better аб that than 
Amazonia’ s а 






anyone else on the 
planet. 

















better fighter. 


Other stores 
can offer better 
prices or bigger 
selections. 







--but I don't 
think that's as 
marketable 
ae you.might 
think. 


You'll figure it out, 
Abby. You're a good! 
businessperson. 









Can yo) А 
cover for а Let те call the 
Me? Could © 
you find anyone 
else /ess 3 
qualified right 
now? 










She wants 
me to come 
to Leandia. 


It's from 
Zoe. 


Then why 
don't you let 
Zoe, 
sweetheart, = 









\ Рац, І don't Vw 
. know йому to = 

tell you--I-- 
— —there'e-- 
—— 


"ғ it was good У  IFit had been tragic news “ЕЕ 
рей, you would about your mother, you would m that they're 


have called to tell — have called then, too. You would akin " 
me. You wouldn't have needed the support. | p ие ueri 


have been able to 
wait. БЭЗУ But you zexted/. 
You were avoiding 
telling me-- 
















Your deductive The Royal Physician 
Skills are as good believes that Mother will 
as ever, Paul. = never recover further. 










I'm to be 
coronated in NEN 
three days. ЕВ 


(= 


And I 
can “ever 
leave Leandia 
again. Amm 









x 
So, you've They're my Abdicating and 
decided to people, Paul. being ban/shed-- 
accept? And it's my family MBA I can't do that. 
апа my duty. 





There's no place Heck, I'm 
à er B for me here. Your not even eure 
ht world is too Bright а your laws of 


to support a dark j 
physics are 
defender. the same. 







mission are back on 
Earth. That’s where 
AS I have to be, 








* | —-—- ES 
It's МОЕ Fair. Pr Neither do I. But long Yeah, 
I don't want to distance for the rest of me, too, 










our lives? That's not 
workable. 


І just want 
things tobe | 





break up. 





































r 
I should --will you N 
probably be coronation is next come? It 
week. It's a Aorrible _ would mean а 
thing lot. 









$ 
to ask, but-- 


| Abby, honey, 
| with the baby; ow 
d 


The hardest “ 
thing is remember- 
1 7 ing to wear the 
--oh, yeah: it's = E: Pt 4 - glasses. mean, 
weird to be sure, mE = N — it's not like they 
Charlotte. à £ r: ао anything. 


р \ 
Actually; EX Д --you never 
yealhy if you VE - — are comfortable, 

could come ^ Р 
over tonight, 
аҝа be = 
great. 








Taen... | 









C'mon guys, 
| you called име 
over. 


might be to 
see, T've got 
Stuff to do. 


Stop it/-Ewww, 
Juet--eww^ 










yip € 

So, what 

did you need 
f 





Since he'll have to work as 
me at the bookstore, we'd 
appreciate it if you give him 
к а hand with some of the 
feminine arts. 


p 
] Mascara 
can sting. 


Oh, sweet Just wait until 
you need to use my 
who created 


this stuff?! 










--yeah; you've 

got to see how Cool. 
the nursery 
tured out. 











T really like the 
border-- 








Oh, WoW; 
this looks 





"EET The nursery Abbyritis ` NU 
Hw... М y Ü —————— --Ihear ~- I should 
is covered with completely — azoni proba 
germs and natural. sae ue Pies 






dust and-- There's nothing 





== 





В looking for BM zi 


ls à Your wife. by 
d 







Solm ' 
really Abby. 





She has tendered WB 
her resignation. № 







She says she is 
Е leaving to start a 








It's Grace. 
ВИЙ Amazonia's 
` executive 
CY ... assistant. 





It's times like V 
this that Т miss 





Abby, W wry don't 1 
would you № get us some 

























я Т appreciate you coming, Mark, 
but I can’t imagine wnat you 
have to say that will help. 







Л 
Ла willed 





She called meto ^W 





It's pretty 
much what Leandia and told me she 
Much. Being you'd think. was being made queen. 


There's mot much to 


up here is a lot als 


different when E 





Telme WM 1 can't even be 
about it. J mad at her. She's 
+. just fulfilling her ойу 

Funny, 1 was and I understand 
just going to say Л that. In her position, 
the same thing I'd probably do the 

to you. h. same thing. á 


У So 'n just left here V. 
alone with my #eart= 
ache and angst. 








[/ 
You know, she asked 
me to be there at 1 good at saying 
the coronation. | vro" to her. 


Well, for 
what it's worth, 
Abby and I 
will be there. 


You can 
lean on us. 











Um, you should 
probably “oz touch 
me until you get back 
in your own body. 1 





Totally! 
That was so 












After that, I'm afraid N 
it's just going to be a 
season of pain until 
it's not. 


Sure, although you 1 And then, wr What, do 
may want to lean on after that... I do? 
Abby, specifically. 
You'll knock иле 


I might. take you up 
on the leaning thing at 
the: ceremony. 


Hey, 1 know what will q In your 

make you feel better! Want condition? 
to go find some bad guys 
to beat up? 


Yeah. Not looking 
forward to that. 





he 






Ano тия We're not Grumble! T gm wy 
Nes spending chat New gate-- Ahi there - 9 Come, my $ 

--I'm just saying, on а dress you'll we are! Ө friends, join me in 

I liked the other 1 the Kingadom of w 












Why did it have to Dol — 
be stairs? complain this 
much? 









ez That’s it! We're н 
CREE e AT back where we The spell is 
belong! broken! 


ions! 
Congratulations/ === 


Give my 


В Frincess. 


Yeah, the baby just. 
= decided to stand 
\ Are you okay? 88 224 оп ту zib cage. 





| e 


— 
I must take my leave x 


of you and join my sisters. Ги glad тк 
I will ее you inside. that's over. UE ee te 


the experience. 










I got to know 
our child a way 
most men never 
Will. 16 wae--well, 
it was special. 


And I appreciated having 
a break from my sore back 
and swollen feet. Plus, 

coffee is so good. 


Hey! What Wem (5 was the 
am I wearing only thing 1 
under here? could igure 





=> t 
Zashh _ Mold, please. 
were-- f  Youare Ab/gai/ 
Spencer, correct? 
And this is your 
sister? 


The Queen-Regent has ау“ 
requested your presences — preferred that 
as she readies for her r you do not. 

coronation. >» 


THEN... 











THE DRESSING ROOM... Abby! Charlotte! 


You made it! 





You're And Charlotte || Hello, 1 
\ radiant! Тат so glad you zoe. EP" 3 
> = made it! н 4 













Abby, now 
that will be alt i . that we have \ --атІ 
Thank you. а the room, 1 doing the ^/g/z 
À Aave to thing? 


know-- 












Oh, Zoe. You've got J I could stand here Co" bh 
such a terrible choice in and tell you that in 
front of you. And I'd /ove the samme situation | 
to help you. I'd choose Mark 
over my family. I 
think I would. 


But this is the 
kind of choice that you 
can only really know your 
answer when you're 
» actually asked the 

question. 







All I can tell you is this, ` Charlotte, 
whatever you decide, I'm in what about 
your сотег. Э) 


Zoe, if you're asking 
me for life choice 
advice-- | 
--you're in 
more trouble than 
you think. 


90. 









a Y 
Have you Ба m In fact, Thank you, 
Hia m Not much. It's 9 she won't Your Mirah. 
‘pout this? | Кага. She may be ioe be ia Í Highness, it 4 
5 my mother, but j L js time. 
[s -- № 
Е 







udes to 
be difficult for 
her to Za/&. 


"CN ES too ЧТ 
long, and I ат 


Good 
Charo Qe 268 joni It feels like 


I'm going to my 
execution. 


for coming. ДГ, 


e g G 


ес E 





You! 
than 
У 





A 0) 

Е --that 1 will rule m á Trat my 

1 land wisely ——  heart-- 
зву. 


this 
Ь and 





















( And I love Paul 
So much. I need 
to be there. 


I don't expect you 


Mother, I'm 
so sorry. But I 
can’t do this. 


My life... my 
ome... Is Бари. 


' Well, this h "Princess Oriana, 
is Aighly you are next in line 
irregular. of succession. Will 


And we still 
need a 
queen. 





I stand here, among my smother, That my heart 

my s/sters, and my goa's and make will aways 

this pledge to wry people-- 

= --that I will rule 

this land wi 
and justly. 






--asI 
will always belong 
to Leandia, as her 







But not 
before the 
Queen takes 





ius. 


16 is my intention to 2 And we 
petition the High Council beandians, should not 
to change our laws on у punish anyone. 

abdication-- for choosing to 
- follow theirs. 


W ori then, know Let them serve ` ^. Now go, with our Yes... 
that your friends аз your couriers hopes that we shall see my Queen. 
are sz/// welcome you again one day. 


here. hoose. С 





ЗАМ FRANCISCO... 


и Ah, it's This is one of my 
я nighttime in favorite views on 
Thanks for doing Chronopolis. your planet... му 
Close enough. planet. 


this, Paul. I know 
this is a little 
early for you. 













e 
Judging by the contract she 
negotiated with the Teamsters 
while I was gone, I'm моё 
worried, 


Veo, any word Not yee. WH i mere 
from the mew { Changing our laws some time-- 


een on your is an /avolved if she can 
а У process. even do it. 









banishment? ÆR 


It was good N You Know, you CUN. people on Earth Y 
for Keeping could always get Just thought it was a 


my hair owe а costume one tiara anyway. 
of my face. , for your uniform. 


And I have 

| to get used to 
the fact that 
Ти not а 
princess 
anymore. 





sels. 





IT INSIDE, 
BUSTER. 


TO TELL YOU ON 
THE COVER. 









+ 


606000000060025^?9 
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a br | е ы 


THE LANNA NA HOICHE MONASTERY... 


Everyone газе 

your glasses 

and join me in 
congratiulating-- 


—-ту 
apprentice, 
and the мехё 
in the line of 
Darkblades 


--hopefullly 
‘тану years 
from now, of 

course-- 





Г yi: 
It will be my privilege 
to órai this man in 

his noble duty. 














4 

І hope to 

9 хоног our 
/egacy, sir. 


I know. It 
still doesn't feel 
quite real yet. 


Hey, 
congratulations! 
You're now а 









Maybe. But І suspect < 


we'll both have as many 


I just can't Ҹ 
believe you. | all of us can 
finally о/сќеа/ — breed our | 
x successor, 


one. 




















"т hope there Not at all. You || W Andwe're “ wv It's a tradition 
are мо hard really deserve staying in the for the unpicked 
Order. So we'll got you а candidates to get 
be there when little some- something for the 
you need us. chosen. A reminder 


of their calling. 


You were 
right, that was 
a better choice 

than the toy 





y You're good 
for him, you know. 
He never even 
considered an 
apprentice until you 
i came along. 


m Well, you 

| deserve some 
credit, Zoo, 
Amazonia. 


Well, Mrs. 
7 O'Lonergan; looks 
- — like you Analy 
got ee to 


He's a 
ооо! "an, vut 
Somehow you 

make him 
better. 


She sends her best, ‘| К 
7 Brother Caden. She's clear F Caution 
‚ бо fly with иле, but we're i, is always 
still trying to “rinimnize а 
that the ast month ? 
of her pregnancy. 


y T'm sorry 

your wife couldn't 
make it, Crusader. I 
was looking Aorwara/ 
à бо meeting her 


V Looks like 


P^ that was Chief Sims, 7 Right, 
tonight is a 
school 


Dagger. The Quizzler is se boss. 
threatening to release a у - 2 
cannister of nerve gas 

in the city unless we solve Д 

his diabolica! clues. „8 


This champagne 
may be more 
potent than I 
thought. 


Plus, I stranded her in 
Europe once. She doesn't 
tend to forget that kind 
of thing. 


Seems 
like they're a/ | 
school nights. д 





B | U rtc n eame 
lt was "s "IET ау I think 
















good. Paul | Mrs. O may 
even choked Oh, I Wish have grabbed 
Ankles 2 wp a couple of I could have i я 


Seen that. 


bothering you 











* = 
7 Everything was You guys don't We ao order 
great until Paul get to close a lot more 
and Grant had a lot of places desserts 


down, do you? than we ever 
get to egt. 


to run off to 
work, 





Bo, а Ч te ис: Fortune 


— of bole, favors the 
isn't i£? А 


Either way, I 
think it smigh 
work. What do 
you think? 








Г’ Seems like а solic! ` 
plan to me. Your 
numbers certainly 


What? q 20016 I am so ready to 
Getting Мо; getting wa have this baby out 
voe 
















Charlotte, I can have y That said, 


| Laren... lunch with the godmother- I eo want to talk 

55 to-be of my child for аму to you about the 
y to be clear, reason. bookstore. I think 
У this jst a fring т 







|| lunch, right? т 
B Because the museum 
В sz isn't paying 
Thy, me; you know. 


I've figured out 
l what го do. 


I went over the 
Т numbers. Sales have 
been adown across 
the board with ove 

exception: the 
art books and 
collections you've 
been Selling. 










V^ So, I want to refocus Now, I'm going to 
on art books and expand ^ need to rely on yoy for 
into the empty store- that итоге than usual. 





Front next бо us, making ^ , Which means-- --I want you 
that into a gallery. to buy into 
x the store 

and be my 

partner. 





I vow. But we can do a work 
equity swap. Basically, instead of 








Там, I'm "ot going to have аз wy " Abby, I don't 
much time to give to the store once 1 have а ton of 













the baby comes, so I want someone } disposable cash «p Front, it'd be work over 
with a vested /"zerest to help „income to buy Д the next few years. 4 
in-- Assuming 


with this transition. 





you're м, of 
course. 






Ladies, Oh, you can 
here's the just aive it — 


Absolutely, check, There's to Aer. Your 
f no rush-- buy-in starts 


today, 
sister. 





I'm in. 














Partially. But it аво U 
makes ѕеиѕе. Those art 
books are always going 

out of print, and they 
‚ aort look as good on 


See, this is What made you 


exaci think of doing this? 
EU Just the sales 
figures? 





--and we could have 
j art classes in the gallery 
between shows. Maybe one 
of those 500 Drink and 













wanted you on 
board. 






But I also asked * I looked over my 
Paul for advice, and assets and realized you... 
he said “find what р you make me unique. 
makes you $ 


e So I'm WE when you're 


one of your not being a pain 
assets? in them. 





More Fours... and that drive 
from Mom and Dad's is kind of | 
long... longer still if I 
take the traim. 

And because of 
the buy-in, I wor’t be 
making more to afford a 
place in town. 


What do Б We have to talk чу We'll have plenty © Oo І hadn't 1 
wehaveto | бо the zoning of together thought about 
do next? board and find an — Z//re to talk once that. 

| architect. We'll have the baby comes. 
€ to start thinking of a I'm eure you'll be 
> mew name for the over а lot. 
place, too. - 



















I may have to Cu "Really? You're trying © ” T have chosen ny | "7 


reconsider babysitting to add a place to live new partner well. 
as much, unless you know to this deal using your 1 a 
of someone with an : babysitting services 


apartment buildling... E as leverage? 


~ 











| lnr.. = --50 = Finally. Чатез h y You know 
ivl finally WE Fit'sa after it! Starfleet's only person to 
a = 34 greatest ever beat 


Vames Joyce, of 








And if Well, it took us = Really? 
isa ES  solongtoagreeon James ——— Ғог the Bionic 
giri that we decided Jamie if m 

it's a girl. 









if I could just 
Sell her on the 
middle name 


And it's nice that SA 
Charlotte can step wo 
and cover for Abby 


Г м 

ў Oh, І looked over Abby's 
business plan, too. It's 
a good one. I knew 
she'd figure it out. 







Abby goes into 
labor, they/// 
cover for you. á 











Yeah, but you > 
kinda had to ask 
1 you? 








art 
helped her get is paying 
off и/се/у, isn't it? 


al 
Н 
Н 
E 
= 
1 









y You're wot 
usually here this late. You know 
Clearly there's something Д me Zoo well, 
on your mind. Е. ' Раи. 








you going бо get to 
what's bothering 
you? 












--I might 


\ = tire from 
thinking that : reti 
when the baby | р being the 
comes, well-- 















Well, as for “ow,” Та Ч But the W” Look at us, Paul. It just took 
RetireP have Doc Karma take away my “way,” that darn near an gct оѓ God to 
Why? How? powers. Maybe see if he could should be clear my schedule enough to be 


give them to someone e/se. kind of 










at my child's bith. 







< $ 
--look, if I'm a What I domt want 
good mam it's to be is the world's most 
because my Dad 


one 





He came home 

every day at S/x. 

We took a walk 

every night. Не 

played bah with 
me on the 


> weekends. < 


I want to be 
that for my son 
or daughter. 


а A 


W^ um wu WE ve; Ee” We "C "диа what ^t told V. 
Wait, what 7 jther I haven't told У 
р) ее А ™ seemed ^ does Abby her about it 
p yet. I wanted 
to really 
consider it. 














>. ™ 
Wow. Mark, this T'll back whatever play 


is "najor. And you make &// the way. But 
I'm not sure I ultimately, this is about you 
a Сап help you. and your chill. 
hy You must do 
what you feel 
is right. 





a 


beere.. MM ече sew оо: а ШТ. 




































But even if we're /' mat's 
v= m capis x T НЙ me na lie ad So nice 
before I'm due, IS going to let me of them to 
ie Sell hang AIR | Quincy. Шаша fly home 25 be that 
ate ER 2] Os permet | зоом ав you go flexible. 
in there, 777; 228 | into labor. m 
UU cod d Good. The team ! 










TS gs 
o 
’ номе оһ апат М And there’s 
start of our мехё definitely want the brother I'm 
ation. 1 to babysit from used to. 
want to be there time to time, too. 
for that. IF that's okay. 
You are bei Y 
f eid 
exception- 
\ ally sweet 


about this, 












It feels so ight. Like this 
is where I'm supposed to 
have been a// along. 


BATER... And we wouldn't 
have to change 
our-aprons. 4 











What about 
“Art, Books ana E 
f © I was always 
alittle Jealous 
ў of Abby and you 
for having euch 
passion for your 
work. I never 
had that... until 





All It's wonderful to Well, something other 
my life > see you find something than the music of the 
T've.known that ignites that same Backstreet Boys. 


firein you. 


чур, А аша 
"Ату other 1l É CAT M Iwas thinking we... Oh, that'd Hey! Is that 
big plans could do that 24=Howr be coo-- our thiral cup? 
for the У (2. 
= Comice Day, have you - That coste us 
Рас film it like as а money, you 
documentary. know! 


Nothing. I just 
suddenly: felt the 





zit: 





We don't 
have too many 
of these /eft, 


І have s/sters with 
chilelren, Abby. I know 
how this goes. The baby 
comes, and everything 
changes. 
















y s 
Zoe, I'm not Heck, I may need " See? 
< ie We'll just have to : 
planning on giving them итоге once move ‚94 inside. everyting 
up these chats. she gets here. It's Zoo cole up changes: 










here for a baby. 


V. know, I do Maybe he and 
have a дирам! Paul! can watch 


i ! Just 
who can watch the the little one Hah: 
baby, too. — think, Paul 


C) with a 
ET Ы A: T < T Mos baby... 





Wow! That kind 
Hmmmmm... of hits you out of 
nowhere, doesn't 
ic? 





в = ug " M 
pg 
Oh, Mark! І A gift Because these look 


have a baby 
gift for you. 


like the Fors to create a 


' Zoe wants to 
| create a charity 





Because istege! of paying 


you to do the work outright to serve Abby and I good causes 





W | E you 4/74. Um, and if ] Plenty of 3 
7, 








as our tax consultant, we'd like to have итоге in the world, 
give you a small amount of stock IF my math kids? ~~ Mark. 












in our companies. is right, in say, 
78 years those 
should be worth the 
cost... let's pull 
something at 
random Vere... 


S i wat] 


Oh, four years 

| OF tuition аб an 

/vy League 
school. 


Good 2 Б ^ Screech Gate just — 


: i | opened somewhere! I think Lora! 

i ый Blackseed/ is sending а battalion 
of ChHlorodrones to Earth 

again. 


с Lets go stop 


r > Р ww ~ 
2 Never mind him. He 
an /nasion. Mr Oe doesn't like Fighting a foe Р Loss NE 


ji tj 
gm а ed < he can’t outthink. How do you outthink 
more your power Б ы Г them? They've got мо 


level, anyway. 


Are you 
coming, 
Darkblade? 









a= 

















Thank you, sir. an Fa looks like we Fortunately | ` 

That means итоге to went crazy with a not. The aice thing 

me than you know. а Salad shooter about Chlorodrones 
47. ь here, doesn’t it? is they're 

Yeah. Do biodegradable. 

we need to В 

clean this E 





Arrerwaro... 












You were great, 
today, Major. 
You've come a 
long way since 
we first met. 





eae пало 
ZAN 


K 





Е: You're Aare wired to. uM What m 
lettuce get be a Father, aren't you * 
out of here. 4 j the adad bad 





Joke thing 
down cold. 












x 
d Crusader, Patti Ра What's with the мему No, we 
Englert, Action bloodthirstiness? You 
News 4. We have and Major Might just 
a few questions slaughtered an alien 












invasion force. 









But, I thought your 
brother-in-law was one 
for a while. 


These Chlorodrones 
are like souped up Venus 
Flytraps. What we did was 

more like yarad! work. 
b 


= " 
What do you think % That’s one of < 
we are, some Кіпа of the reasons I hate 
avenging death squad reporters. 

or something? C'mon, 
we're superheroes! 





aif 


Seriously, his N Hey, w^ you ара! t, 
am fell right of? h Whoops! don't worry. The 
I thought-- Sorry, Abby, we baby decided I've 
e ом’ mean to slept enough. 


Hello, Mrs. 


и These brownies Thanks. Please, 
are great, by the have another. Enjoy don't you get 
way! the /argess of my те one, too, 
nesting instinct! Mark? 


РЯ Now, we do have No worries there. 
Mrs. Spencer. owe rule here. No I'm afraid I con't have 
Pregnancy agrees Wh super peeking at the Crusader's coo/ 
the baby. Boy or girl; Super-serses. 
we Want а surprise. 


аубе у 4 
should invest in 1— 
some X-Ray 

Specs. 


Now tell him 
Wait... you've how much a comic 
never heard of... cost when you 
you know, from the were a kid. 
back of the Г 
comics? 












He's euch а 


good! A. Won't be long 
until I'm watching 
you fly away with 
our Kid, will i£? ., 






This was great. N 
Thank you so much, and 
I'll see you soon. 













And if anything 
happens tonight, 
Crusader, don't 

worry, I'm still 
on patrol. 4 










I've been 
thinking that 
maybe, for the 
good of our 








Abby, I'm always How can T be a good 
busy... сего irren Father with all oF that 


you think that you | 
in danger... demanding my 


Should qu/Z being 
the Crusader? 









attention as well? 





E 


Div 
4 у 





= | 


CU 
y You... the 


Crusader... you're ove 
person. The person I 
decided to marry, and 
the person I chose to 
be the father of my 
children. % 
I didn't до 
that /» spite of 
who you are, I did it 
because of it. And 
I want this baby 
to know that 
























My sweez, sweet, 
Stupiel husband. 





Ре going to EET But you can’t quit l === 
be late for dinner. | ~ because of that. This chid wil EP 
You're going to love you for who you are as Er № Kay. 
miss some Soccer much as І do, understand? 2: 
I'll ake sure of it. 





But our child 
is “oz playing 
soccer. 







v» — 
You dort give When we first 









yourselF enough you're got together, I 
right was worried about 
not having enough 


time for you, and we 
made Z/a£ work, 
didn't we? 





Someone who 
can change the course 
of mighty rivers can 
surely manage his 
tine, too. A 


Yes, we A And right now, 
id. I'm very glad І havea = 
superpowered husband. 





Because 
my water just 
broke. 





zit 













25 = Why did That's called a т 

SECONDS everything Doppler Shift. Ні, we're the | 

LATER... В change colors | Don't worry Spencers. My wife 
" there? about it. ie in bor. 












You need to 
fill out these 
forums. 


As soon as 
you do that, we 
can-- 
м 





Т, — Abby, Mark! Doctors Karmal Ой, I made sure It's far easier than N 
EAEN.. ME How are we T'm surprised to see to get Nathelia casting a glamour 

2 doing? HA you using the door. Privileges here E | on the entire staff 
: at the hospital. | | and иисои 
We've told them anyone we miss. 






















“Now, let's SF и, Everything looks cn 
check on good so far, and I see vulnerable and 4 І prefer 
АПР you still want an Te dh invulnerable. 


epidural. і dnvulnerable. 


— 


2172 


|) — 
All right, let's While she's doing 
see how far that, Mark, may I have 
you're dilated. а word with you? | 
\ 









Nothing, ту 
friend. And that 
is very much the 

point. 












Of course, Abigail 
may not appreciate 






F усл andl t, we Vy . to remember 4 Ugh! Unh! 4 
live in a world of that what occurs CONTRACTION! 






catastrophe here today is the that sentiment. 
and danger. 16 most natural 
is all too natural thing in the world, 
to ascribe those ^ot some crisis 
feelings to a to be survived. 











moment like 
this. 









А |] 
7 Hello, Mr. and Mrs. Spencer. 
Ират... еее а I Looks like you were smart to 
W Jerry! JoAnn! \ maze! come in a week early. 





Here she is/ 













| М Vii i p 
Mark was just out а few minutes МИ" Wiss? do ELSEWHERE... LW It's also 
ago. Everything's going Ame. Her a you think? - om Chicago. 
contractions are five minutes apart. — —— I'm sorry, sir. —-—" и f 

So far there's only been owe hitch. — Everything is , 3 


enowed in right 





= 10: 

















Honey, Quincy's You know 
Stuck in Chicago. 
He's моё going to 
make it. i 


I аб. But we've 
talked about doing this 
before. And I'd like our child's 
only uncle to be here for 
her arrival. r 


22 
We both know 


vias doesn't 
ave to be so. 
are 


--60 right now 
Я I'm thinking about 
renting a car, 
М Mark. 


Hey what's the 
weather like Here? 
It sounds almost as 
baa as it does 
here. 













I can't believe I'm So j чр”. known for years. l 


| about to be а father. who else |, Well. ш Charlotte, too. And 1 told 
It's a big day for your parents just after the 
à. everyone, isn't it? wedding. 






Wait, the 
Only person З 
you a/abr'z 
a tell ie ^ne? A 


Quincy, you Things are a little ^ 
worked at Channel Six News, different now that 
remember? Teling a reporter-- you're employed by 
even a Sports reporter--isn't д е Deco City 

the best way to keep Architects, you 


this kind of secret. know? 





10: 


--come on, 
--Kun-- little one, I'm 
on your side 
here. 














P six minutes $ 7 Well, everyone's So, now; if you 
apart now, Aere now and could just wake with 
right? looking forward to bs the baby, we can all 








3Huff/e \ meeting this new 





I just wanted 
to say, don’t 
worry. Only ore 
guy slipped through |— 
this time. 








Crusader, it's 
Major Might. 
I'm sure you 















Everything's 
under control, 
sir. You take care 
of your wife and 
baby. 














Vo rE 


Thank you, 


Major. é 


-90- 


6 HOURS LATER... Very glad 


invented the О Youre 
A L7 also Ally 
dialated. 


mia al 














I'm going to call a \ Ah, Mark, I nearly forgot. There's 
nurse. lt looks like Paul wanted me to give 24/5 to you mo Way! Not. 
this child is about with instructions to open it after Even. Him. 






the blessed event. 


All right, Abby. 
Just one more 





Abby and 
Mark, you have 
a perfectly 





-- 













; Cw 
Yes, you are, James. 
And there are so many 
people looking forward 

to meeting you-- 4 


And he's 
perfect. 







He's got 
your nose. 


Yeah? I think 
he's going to ( 
have your hair, 
though. 


But І think 
we're going to 
p 2] di 1 £ 
\--your grandparents, your 
uncle, and your aunt.” 










|| ‘But I promised Paul Tol 
send them a picture.” 


Mark, please! 
I look Aorrible. 
im. — 

It's 2/92 on the 
baby, don't worry. 











Don't see why he Ҹ 
wanted one, though. He 












it was a Y 
probably already as boy, didn't It's Рам; 
his /engtA and he? honey, he 


Knew. 


-m- 












~ue x 
I don't know if теу develop like That is, iF 
you heard him, but mine did, S/OW/y, we release the 
Doc Капта said manifesting in his restraining 
James Aas my teens and full spel. 

























strength oy his 
early twenties. 






We didn't № 
talk it &/ tHe 
way through 

because we were 

waiting to see. 

And we can sti 


wait if you'd 
like-- Á 










r I want so 
nuch for him, 
Mark. I want him 
to be Aappy. І 
want him to be 

b healthy. 







Are you 
sure? You 
weren't so 

positive a few 
\ months ago. 





I know. 
But I've thought But 7052 
about it a lot. of all-- 





\ 


--I want 
him to be like his 
Father. 
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ELSEWHERE... 


Did anyone 

figure out 

you weren't 
те? 


Well, I'd better 
be getting back. 
Saving the world 
and all that. You 


know how it is. / 


So, HOW 
did it goP 


| Did you дег 
^ АР 


Yup. Sorry 
I can't tell you 
итоге, but we need 
to preserve 
causality. 


But none 
of it would have 
been possible if 
you hadn't let me 
pretend to be 
^ your am 207 


I don't ine 


think so, but you 

never can tel 

with Darkblade, 
can you? 


^. that, this image 


dust what we 
need to-counteract 
Lord Blackseed'e 
planetary 


It's just we/ra/ 
seeing yourself 
without using a 

mirror. 


м 
Other than Thanks again. 
I had a really 


transducer fooled 














ыы 





X ! 





Mark, 
there's something 
T've been meaning 

to 966 you. 


So, Valentine's 
Day ie coming up, 
and, um, I'm a little 
stuck on what to 

get Amazonia. 


à 
LJ 
LN 
P 


unn.. svant 
-— е0 Tams 


am m m Un Um 8 ИВ RR D 


» im 

After al! the times you But, you're IK) e wait! Better than yous 

busted on те: for-asking you, = better at the The self-proclaimed greatest 
the same thing about relationship thing deductive mind of our 
| than I ат. And i generation? 
— you айо! date. s y y You'll ran 
». 5 ; Zoe for a bit. of us : 

а, Е б pay me Teed ро 

Ton | | 1 bask in this 
b moment. 
























Yes, the EN 
burdens of 
the ove 


UX 
Heck, we're both so 
rich that we usually just 
buy anything we want { 


Look, it's our first 
Valentine's Day together and 
I want to wake sure that I 
do it right. 















But she is 
4 ltnpossible 
à to shop for. 



















О * Nx 
"When you I didn't But уои need \ L| 
two were get her anything. oxygen over | 
dating, what | We had а 8,200 feet. | * No: you 
did yow get | moonlight dinner № need oxygen 
N 41 on top of Mownt . over 8,200 


y Paul, a day like What you № 
Valentine's Day isn't about want to do is 
stuff, it's about. celebrating make her feel 
your relationship. You can do like а star 


that with presents, sure, but 
you can also do it with 


that day. 
attention. — 


А star--/ 955 MEME | IND IUS NW 
Mark, you're a "d : Rt о Huh. І feel и 
genius! . (oe just like Wilson | 
Gotta go! mm i on “House.” А 
Thanks! 
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--I think this will 
be a great move 
for you, Janelle. 


And you've 
made me very . 
Aappy. Thank 





THE NEXT AY... 










претит) = You're 
O'Longergan | Hel 
will see 





— 


I know T've got à = 












Es Zoe, rer eae | Absolutely. 
before you Jealous streak, an E 
Йу off the going to do Tm trying to work gms т 


that Paul. on that. 











So, I'm going to ii 
let you explain why you » and then 
didn’t tell me you p ed 
were meeting. with У 
Тее Erickson- 
|. 





--an actress who's 
broken ир at least Zwo 
of her co-stars! 

Mmarrlages-~ 


--and why \ 
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’ Zoe, do you remember а 
couple years ago when there 
was interest in making a 
Movie, about you? 


Amazonia, we 
/ove your story. 
We think it'll make 

‚ agreat film 4 






Of course, 
we'll need to make 
a couple of 
tweaks бо it. 
















Obviously, 
the costume 
is a little silly. 


í We've < 


had our art 

uu department work 
| ира couple of 

fresh looks. 


A Т confess I " 
а/о! consider 
it. A lot, 


ud 
j And rather than CR " And, on behalf of my 
coming to earth from another fellow studio executives 
dimension, we're thinking everywhere, thank you 
that you've been raised йеме for моё throwing them 
and only Æter discover out the window. 
your true identity. 
















T г. 
We're talking to 

Daisie Sparks, 
you know, from the 





During that time, 

do you remember 

who you thought 

should. play you in 

And guess who just 
signed to play the lead 
in Lacroix Studios’ 
new Amazonia 













Although, now 
that T've seen her, she 
Might ve a little stort 
for the role. 








Don't 
worry about that, 
Hollywood has a 
long tradition 
of shooting short 
people Za//. 
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1 


e'll oversee it; of course; Ҹ 










! The deal is, of 
course, contingent on the same way I handled the 
you signing off Arachnerd movie*, and 












on it. that turned out pretty 


I think well, I think. 


we can work 
something 
out. 

: № was 
the summer 
blockbuster 

that year, 
wasn't it? 


* [n Love and 
Capes #4 





Yes, So... Ш Ooh! І loved 
it was. Here's to the Whedon: Sarah Connor 
next summer Chronicles. 


blockbuster. Friedman. 


A movie 
with creative 
control and а 





a o L. . Eos He really 
What alic E : likes cookies. 
you get him? Д 


-Ш- 


Well, you сом 
always give him the 
bouquet wearing 
something-- 


y 
lt doesn't mater MERE It's about being 


Gifts arem the < reminded what /S 
ач thing | . important. 
ere. n : 


How lucky 


we are to Aave 
them? 


T was going 
to say how 
lucky 2йеу 
are to have 











I've been in relationships. I've watched people get married. Гуе spent time with 
them as they've moved in together. But pregnancy, that's pretty far outside my 
realm of experience. 


Fortunately, my friends Mike and Colleen Bokausek were more than happy to 
share with me the adventures of their pregnancies. Mike was a frequent 
sounding board. And Colleen spoke to me at length, and lent me some books. So, 
yes, I read The Girlfriend's Guide to Getting Pregnant and What to vdd When 
You're Expecting, all to prepare for this [= : ВЫ 
series. The things I do for you. 


Part of this issue was influenced by 
Louise Simonson's Adventures of 
Superman annual which takes place 
in an alternate future where Lois is 
pregnant with Superman's baby until 
the baby kicks... and she dies. 


В Ж. A Dp 
Once you read that you cannot get that THE ORIGINAL DOCTOR [IN 
out of your brain. "KARMETTE" DESIGN. 


I had to deal with the baby’s powers or lack thereof. Гуе kept Mark’s origin a 
secret-and you won't be reading it here either, buddy-but it's been revealed his 
powers developed in his teens. But since Mark has powers now, would the baby 
inherit them? 





Doc Karma to the rescue and his spell to keep the baby's potential powers in 
check. That took care of one issue. 


I've also heard that many women prefer a female doctor especially during 
pregnancy. I can understand that. I was very happy with the alternate universe 
“Doctor Karmette." Originally, she looked a little different: 
she was bald like our universe's doctor. To me, she kind of 
looked like Marvel's Moondragon, but reaction by my 
Secret Society of Super Reviewers was so negative to the 
look that I went in and altered the art and gave her hair. 
It's a much better choice. 


This issue featured characters telling 
me what they were going to do, 
rather than what I wanted. Mark and 
his father’s conversation on the porch 
л was supposed to end with the two of 
them, and his father saying "Yeah, 

NP you can't tell her everything, but you 
can always talk to me." When I 
started to write that scene, the elder Spencer told Mark 
(and me) “You know you're being an idiot, right?" And then 
the true scene was written. 





'This issue also had a special San Diego exclusive cover. I 
left space on Abby's pad to add a name or names chosen by 
people who bought it. So, people could put their kids' names on the cover. This 
was my best selling issue at conventions... until I sold out a couple months later. 





Waiting until they were actually pregnant made the idea perfect. I had to 
introduce a cousin for Abby, who you'll notice is named Olivia, after the famous 
Cousin Oliver from The Brady Bunch. She's the never-seen mother of Carter and 
Aidan from issue #4 of the original series. 


I was, however, stuck on a cover. Until my girlfriend said ^What about doing a 
parody of Adventures in Babysitting? I had even described the issue that way to 
her, and I missed it. She was right. It was perfect. 


This was also the first guest-inked cover featuring the 
brushy stylings of my good friend Sean Tiffany. We'd 
worked together a lot at Kubert, and I asked if he'd help 
out on this cover. He said “yes,” on one condition: he 
had to color the cover, too. 


The colors are as he intended them with three small 
changes. The kids with Abby are based on my 
goddaughter Erin, and cousin's kids Carter and Aidan. I 
neglected to tell Sean the hair colors needed, so I had to 
change those to match. Uncle Thom gets all sorts of 
credit and love for putting the kids in the books, so that 
couldn't be changed. 


Erin's brother wouldn't fit on this cover, so he appears 
on the next. 





The bit about Abby not being able to keep down the prenatal vitamins was 
courtesy of the Bokausek clan. Mike gave me that fact, along with the Amazonia 
chewable vitamin payoff. Sometimes, you get gifts. 


This issue started laying the groundwork for Charlotte buying into the bookstore 
in #6. I love that Charlotte gets to kick some butt in her two-page scene at the art 
museum showing her being awesome, and still being very Charlotte. 


There are several little call-outs to friends and geekdom in this issue. One of the 
books on the display shelf is Women are from Tatooine, Men are from Hoth. 
Amongst the toys in Tina's bedroom are clearly Lots-o-Huggin' Bear from Toy 
Story 3 and Bloop from Steve Conley's strip. In the museum scene, you can see 
Neal Caffrey and Peter Burke from White Collar. The John Q. Gallagher museum 
wing is named after the creator of Buzzboy (though the “©” is a joke, not his 
actual middle initial). 


This issue, Amazonia and Darkblade move in together. How sweet! My plotting 
style of "What's the worst time for something to happen" certainly won't come 
into play there. 





SINCE THE IDEA FOR THIS CAME TO ME IN CHURCH, I THINK I CAN CALL IT THAT. 


Sue me. The homily was kind of boring that day, and as my mind wandered, the 
idea came to me ^What if Amazonia became Queen?" 


Of course that didn't make sense. She's the youngest of ten... unless their line of 
succession was through the youngest. But she could just 
turn it down... unless doing so meant banishment. Hey, 
there's a story in there! 


The fact that I was in a long-distance relationship didn't 
play into this idea at all. 


It was kind of perfect. A three-issue arc where Amazonia 
and Darkblade were separated. That would be a cool story 
to tell. 


I was very lucky to get Jerry Ordway to ink this cover. 
Jerry is one of my favorite comic book artists and I was 
fortunate enough to become friends with him years ago. 
'The cover is an American Idol setup with several sidekick 





parodies. The speedster kid is modeled after my пса saper 
goddaughter's brother, Johnathan. Things have to be fair, SUD 


you know. 


The sidekick idea came about as I was writing it. We know that Darkblade is a 
legacy character, but we never discussed any of the previous ones, or how a new 
one was chosen. I got to introduce sidekicks, but still make it so that Paul was 
never a sidekick to anyone else. I love the monastery and the character bits with 
Brother Caden. 


The Mark and Abby plot of women telling Abby pregnancy horror stories is 
something I've noticed my pregnant friends going through. I don't understand 
why that happens. They must be trying to help. And it let me do a very cool Abby 
and Mrs. Spencer bonding moment. 


'The bit where Paul starts trying to figure out the sex of the baby, that was just a 
joke. Then I thought that it might be cool if he did. Then I figured out how he 
could. But more on that later. 


This issue almost went off the rails, too. Traditionally, I write, draw, ink, color, 
letter and script a page at a time. But my travel schedule picked up this year, and 
while I could draw on the road, coloring on a tiny laptop screen was a little more 
trying. So I drew without coloring. Stupidly, I didn't take good notes. So I ran into 
more than a few scenes where two characters seemed to be talking about 
something interesting, but I couldn't remember what. 


Worse yet, I had two pages of Mark and Abby talking near the end of the book, 
but the big meaningful Abby and Mrs. Spencer scene was just one page. I'm sure 
it seemed like a good idea at the time, but in execution it wasn't. So, with the 
deadline almost upon me, I drew a new page and moved some other scenes 
around. 


So, I present here the original two pages of Mark and Abby. Panels were cut and 
changed to make this one page, and it worked so much better. I can't imagine I 
ever saw this scene any other way. 


As to what they were saying here, your guess is as good as mine. 





There were a lot of pieces that needed to be moved into 
place for the end of this arc. I had to explain all the 
machinations of the *Queen Amazonia" arc. Abby had to 
get more pregnant, the bookstore had to fall on hard 
times... so much stuff. But all setup, and little payoff. 


I handled the explanation for Amazonia's plight as a 
flashback to last issue. True to form, I forgot that Paul 
had a crew neck shirt and originally drew him with a 
collar. You'd think I could keep my own character 
costumes straight, but no. 


I'd been planning to wreck the bookstore for a while. 
Originally, when I had the newlywed and baby arc as 
the same six issue sequence (yeah, what the heck was I 
thinking?) the end game for Charlotte was to be part of the solution. One of my 
concerns in the previous “Wake Up Where You Are" arc was that Charlotte didn't 
have a lot to do because I was waiting for this. Here's where I introduced the 
bookstore going through its rough patch. 


Obviously, a bookstore having trouble in this economy was ripped from the 
headlines with the closing of the Borders chain. It was just natural to deal with it. 
And I wanted Abby to be the one to figure it out, not have another character solve 
it for her, or even do that House moment of *Hey, that thing you said has inspired 
my solution!" 


I wanted to pile on the problems for the bookstore, too. My original thought was 
to have the bookstore broken into, but that was a little extreme. Egging the store 
and its neighbors seemed like just the right amount of difficult to make Abby's 
life a little rougher. 


This issue's cover was inked by Mike Manley. Mike is insanely talented and can 
draw darn near anything and in any style. Among other things, he’s the current 
artist on the Judge Parker comic strip. I loved getting him to ink this cover, which 
might be the funniest of this run. 





Better yet, Abby’s had super powers before (back in issue #10 of the original 
series) so I could avoid a lot of the “Abby dealing with being a superhero” 
moments and go straight into the more germaine pregnancy stuff. 


Writing Mark pregant and freaking out because he’s not 
prepared for pain is one of my favorite scenes in terms of 
writing and drawing. I love the body language there. I 
also think Abby’s idea that only one of them can freak 
out at a time is a great relationship moment. 


Making the body switch the result of tiki magic seemed 
perfect too. I even grabbed some of that imagery for the 
pattern on the cover, expertly inked by Chris Bailey. 
Chris is an awesome artist, winner of the Russ Manning 
Most Talented Newcomer Award, as well as the 
animation talent behind Mickey Mouse: Runaway Brain, 
the “Nightcrawler in the White House” scene from X- 
Men 2, and the Alvin and the Chipmunks movies. He’s 
the one who pointed me to the awesome Drawn to Life 
books which I can’t recommend enough. And he’s a 
friend to boot. 


More is made of the baby shower in this issue, which was a plotline that I 
eventually cut short. After Abby explained how she didn’t like baby showers last 
issue, I liked the idea of Mark having to suffer through it instead. But, there was 
no room for it. Doing so meant introducing more characters, having Abby’s mom 
deal with the body switch and so much more. 





Also cut was a scene where Mark in Abby’s body had to go to a pregnancy 
checkup. It was a funny scene, but it didn’t ring true and again, there was 
nowhere to put it. 


The other big story point was Amazonia resolving her Queen situation. I was 
trying to make things as difficult as possible for her, even writing a breakup 


scene for Darkblade and Amazonia. I’m proud of that, because they're both 
very much in character. No one yells. No one gets hysterical. It's just a quietly 
painful scene. 


I first read a great description of drama in David Gerrold's World of Star Trek 
book, where he described some stories as puzzle-box stories, where the 
character has to figure a way out of a problem, and a drama, where a character 
has to make a choice and either way things change for that character. So it was 
very important for me to have Amazonia choose Paul and Earth (and not just 
Paul, but her life on Earth as well) believing at the time that doing so means 
leaving Leandia forever. 


Of course, Abby has inspired Oriana to think in new ways, and as such changes 
things for the better. Or at least introduces the possibility. 


This story took on a life of its own and ran two pages over my normal 24. 
Deadlines were tight, and I would have rather not done that, but you tell the story 
that needs to be told. 


And man, is it weird drawing Zoe without her tiara. 


РАУОЕЕ 


О STICK THE LANDING. 





figures out that the baby will be a boy. Look at the 
scene with Major Might, Crusader and Darkblade. 
Crusader clamps his hands to his ears when he hears 
the Screech Gate open. In the background, Major 
Might is clearly affected by the sound, even though he 
doesn't have super hearing. Darkblade notices this, 
which accounts for his distraction in the next panel. 


So, Darkblade probably does a bit of an investigation 
off-panel, figures out that Major Might isn't actually 
Major Might, but is in fact the Crusader's child from 
the future. So he figures out it's a boy. 


Also, James Spencer's superhero name is never said, 
but there's a big T on his chest, and if you are an 
Obsessive fan of Love and Сарез, you'll notice that the 

colors of his costume are the same as Abby's when she had powers a few years 
back. Her superhero name was Titania, so his is Titan, taken to honor his 
mother's brief career. 





This issue closes а lot of the hanging threads. 


Dagger is chosen as Darkblade's permanent sidekick. More important than that 
to me is the brief moment where Amazonia and Mrs. O'Lonergan have a 
connection. Charlotte buys into the bookstore, and in fact becomes the salvation 
of it. (By the way I would love to be in a 24-Hour Comic Day documentary. 
Contact me if you're interested in making one!) 


Quincy finds out Mark's dual identity, too. This was planned for a while, and Га 
originally considered telling him when Abby's parents found out, but that seemed 
too much. I also have been holding on to the underpinning of Mark not trusting 
Quincy because he's a reporter as much as anything else. It's probably unfair to 
tell someone who's a reporter the greatest secret ever but expect them not to 
reveal it. Now that he's calling the baseball games, and is paid by the ball club 
itself, he no longer has the onus of being an good reporter. 


Things were cut. Any baby shower plans were excised from the script. I'd had the 
idea that Paul and Zoe would give the parents-to-be a stroller that pulls a 
Transformers-type move and becomes a floating baby pod so that Mark could 
walk the baby in mid-air. I do like that while Paul provides for the baby's 
education, he makes Mark work for it, rather than just give it away. 


To put it on the table, I loved Joss Whedon's Avengers film. But those heroes do a 
lot of killing for a group of superheroes, don't they? I had to make a swipe at that, 
especially if it let me further set up the Quincy/Mark tension. 


James gets to spend some time with his parents in their prime. It's worth noting 
that every sixth issue of Love and Capes is the end of the arc, and each has been 
replete with flashbacks. (Zoe's book in #6, Abby going back to her first date in 
#12, the Windstar flashbacks in “Ever After” #5) This continues that structure, 
because from James’ point of view, everything is a flashback. 


I also did a flash-forward with Mark telling the family and sending Darkblade and 
Amazonia the text. That stuff needed to be acknowledged, but the emotional end 
of the arc had to be Abby saying “I want him to be like his father.” 


I certainly didn't get misty-eyed when writing that ever. 


This issue has guest inks by Rich Faber, DC inker and good friend, and member 
of the Comic Book Diner, which is often kind enough to let me set up with them 
or drop by their podcast. The cover idea came to me when I was wondering what 
I could do that wouldn't give too much away. Charlotte's never been featured on a 
cover (she does appear with everyone else on the wedding cover, but not 
prominently) so I thought it was about time. I did cheat and let Amazonia keep 
her tiara so as not to spoil anything for advance orderers. The cover also features 
pink and blue, just to further conceal what the sex of the baby might be. 





THE LAST STORY IN THIS COLLECTION I$ А SIX-PAGE VALENTINE’S DAY SPECIAL 


Technically, it’s out of continuity. If you need a place to 
wedge it in, between “Ever After” #3 and #4 is probably 
a good fit. 


This story was made available on TheMarySue.com as 
a three-day event. Valentine’s Day is the one day of the 
year I get almost automatic media attention, and with 
not having a new issue out for that day, I wanted to do 
something special. It also allowed me to drive people 
to their Diamond Previews catalog where issue #1 was 
available for preorder. 


The story has only been printed once, as a stretch 
reward for my Kickstarter art book, Rhinos Bowling 
and Other Silly Things Гое Been Paid to Draw. 


The cover was done for my friends Scott and Grace. 
They commissioned an homage to the famous Birds of Prey Nightwing/Oracle 
cover and were kind enough to let me use it here. 





WRITTEN AND DRAWN BY THOMA/ F. ZAHLER 


A magical 
creature from 
deep in the 
forests of 
Timberlake, 
Thom Zahler is 
one of those 
mythical 
creatures that 
can doit all. 
Draw, color, 
letter, play third 
base and bat 
left-handed. 


He began his 
training at the 
magical Kubert School, where he honed 
his talent for drawing and lettered other 
students' projects for free pizza. 


Upon graduation, he emerged from the 
school ready to do battle with the forces 
of those who need artwork. Or forces that 

want people not to have artwork. 
Something like that. 


Either way, he's worked for the Cleveland 
Indians, Prilosec, the Dallas Fort Worth 
Weekly, Image, Lone Star Press, and IDW, 
including writing and drawing the Twillight 
Sparkle issue of their My Little Pony 
micro-series. He has also lost two 
separate Harvey Awards for Humor. 


To this day, Zahler continues to 
fight the Art Wars on both the 
west and north coasts. 
(Ohio borders Canada on a 
body of water! It's a coast!) 
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AMY WOLFRAM, BILL WILLIAMS, 
DEITRI VILLARREAL, PAUL D. STORRIE, 
SANDI SCHEIDERER, JILL A. SMITH, 
AMY RATCLIFFE, ROGER PRICE, 
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Mark and Abby are 

getting ready to welcome an 
addition to their family, and 
they couldn't be more excited. 


But there's so much to do. 
Their parents have to be told, 
the nursery needs to be 
painted, and... what if the 
baby has super powers 

like his father? 


Add to that a crisis in 
Amazonia's dimension and 
very real-world concerns for 
Abby's bookstore, and it's 
going to be a very interesting 
nine months for comicdom's 
favorite couple. 







“What to Expect’ really ups the ante. 
There's more of everything | love about it: 
more super-heroes dealing with real world 
emotional and relationship issues (in and 
among the tropes - often very self-aware 
tropes - of their genre), more humor, more 
drama, more soap opera and an 
expanding cast given more depth.” 


GREG WEISMAN (from his introduction) 
YOUNG JUSTICE, GARGOYLES 


“Thom Zahler gets many things right with 
Love and Capes: laugh-out-loud comedy, 
spot-on superhero parody and fantastic art. 
But what makes this series so addictive are 
the relationships, which are some of the 
most real and compelling in any medium.” 


SCOTT WEINSTEIN 
SATURDAY NIGHT LIVE WEEKEND UPDATE WRITER 


"Love and Capes continues to be one of 
the sharpest, funniest, most delightful 
comics available today, and ‘What to 
Expect’ takes it into brand-new territory in 
high style. It's ‘Must-See TV,’ in convenient 
comics form." 


KURT BUSIEK 
ASTRO CITY, SUPERMAN: SECRET IDENTITY 


"Love and Capes remains the one idea | 
wish I'd gotten to before Zahler did and, 
despite my jealousy, remains one of my 
favorite comics, full of adventure, 
romance and heart." 


MARK WAID 
DAREDEVIL, INSUFFERABLE 


“It's a new modern Silver Age, 
all in one comic." 


COMICS! THE BLOG.com 
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